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On  the  differentBranchesof 

MEDICINE. 


A  Hiort  Account  of  the  Origin  and  Progrefs  of  the 
different  Branches  of  Medicine,  from  the  earlieft 
Ages  of  Antiquity  to  the  prefent  Time. 

Mankind,  in  the  earllefl  ages  of  antiquity, 
lived  wholly  on  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The 
fimplicity  of  their  dwellings  and  cloathing, 

•  equalled  that  of  their  diet;  confifting  in/ the  Ikins  of  wild 
beafts  only.  This  hardened  them  againft  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather;  preferved  them  from  moft  difeafes;  but  could 
not  preferve  them  from  wounds,  fradlures,  and  other  acci¬ 
dents  which  require  the  affiftance  of  Surgery.  Hence  Sur¬ 
gery  and  Anatomy  of  courfe  became  the  earliefl  branches 
of  the  art  of  phyfick.  Pain  and  neceffity  muft  necelTarily 
induce  mankind  to  try  various  remedies  for  their  relief ; 
and  as  dependants  ufuaily  confult  their  fuperiors,  in  all 
cafes  of  diftrefs,  the  prieffs  and  princes  became,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  the  moft  able  furgeons  and  anatomifts ; 
for,  no  doubt,  fome  of  thefe,  excited  by  a  defire  of  fu- 
perior  knowledge  and  influence,  pofTefled  themfelves  of 
the  fkeleton  of  the  firft  man  or  beaft  they  could  meet  with 
prepared  by  the  weather.  Thus  Ofteclogy,  with  the  fitua- 
tions  of  the  ligaments,  joints,  nerves,  tendons,  and  ex- 
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ternal  blood-vefTels,  became  one  of  the  moil  n^ccKzvf 
branches  of  princely  learning.  From  this  rude  and  natu-? 
ral  beginning  arofe  the  copious  profellions  of  Anatomy  and 
Medicine,  which  afterwards  went  on  improving  among 
the  Greeks,  in  a  much  more  fenHble  manner  ;  for  their 
cuftom  was,  to  expofe  Tick  perfons  in  the  moft  public 
places,  that  palTengers  might  acquaint  them  whether  they 
knew  any  thing  ferviceable  in  the  like  diforders  ;  to  ap¬ 
point  the  mofl  learned  priefts  of  the  temple  of  Apollo 
and  ^Efculapius,  to  pradfife  in  the  difeafes  of  fome  one  par¬ 
ticular  part  of  the  body  5  to  write  down  their  particu¬ 
lar  obfervations  3  and  to  publickly  regifter  the  remedies 
which  had  been  found  ufeful,  on  the  walls  of  thofe  tem¬ 
ples  which  were  dedicated  to  their  gods  of  medicine. 
The  Greeks  had  alfo  phyfical  fchools  at  Rhodes,  Cnidos, 
and  Epidaurus  3  where  Pythagoras,  Heraclitus,  and  Dcr 
mocritus  taught  medicine  for  fome  time  :  but  the  mofl 
confiderable  v/as  at  Cos  3  where  Herodicus,  the  tutor  of 
Hippocrates,  was  educated.  From  this  time  we  date  the 
fecond  aera  of  Phyfick  3  for  Phyfick,  invented  by  Apollo, 
and  improved  by  iTfculapius,  was  perfedled  among  the 
Greeks,  by  Hippocrates,  who  generoufiy  communicated 
to  the  public  the  precepts  thereof,  reduced  to  a  plain 
fyftem  3  which  his  anceflors  had  hitherto  confined  within 
their  own  families. 

HipJ"ocrates  was,  by  birth,  a  Coan  3  the  fort  of 
Heraclides  and  Phanaretes,  defcended  from  Hercules  and 
jEfculapius.  He  flourifhed  in  the  time  of  the  Pelopon- 
nefian  war  :  his  birth  happened,  according  to  Iflom^chus, 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  eightieth  olympiad  3  and,  according 
to  Soranus  of  Cos,  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  the 
month  Agrianus.  After  being  inflrudled  in  phyiick  and 
all  the  liberal  arts,  on  the  death  of  his  parents,  he  left  his 
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t5wn  country,  and  pra£lifed  medicine  in  all  parts  of 
Cjreece  with  the  greateft  fuccefs  and  reputation  ;  but  at 
length,  in  a  very  advanced  age,  he  died  among  the  La- 
rifleans,  and  was  buried  between  Gyrton  and  Larifla.  The 
Works  of  Hippocrates  are  vaftly  fuperior,  in  point  of 
merit  (though  prior  in  point  of  Time)  to  thofe  of  his 
kinfman  Ariftotle,  who  was  born  near  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after  him  (Anno  384,  A^  C.)  being  the  fon  of 
-Nichomachus,  phyficiah  to  Amyntas,  grandfather  of 
Alexander  the  -Great.  He  was  left  an  orphan,  and  foon 
Iquandered  away  his  eftate,  and  then  betook  himfelf  to  a 
military  life ;  but  that  not  fuiting  his  genius,  he  quitted 
it,  and  renewed  his  philofophical  ftudies  at  Athens  under 
Tlato  'y  where,  by  clofe  ftudy,  abftinence,  5<:c.  he  got  to  be 
the  head  of  the  Platonic  fchool ;  and  gained  fuch  reputa¬ 
tion  as  to  be  appointed  preceptor  to  Alexander  the  Great, 
•fon  of  Philip,  king  of  Macedon,  who  was  then  a  youth, 
about  fourteen,  and  whofe  education  he  finlihed  in  about 
weight  years  :  but  being  fufpedfed  of  a  confpiracy  againll 
his  young  mafter,  he  v/as  obliged  to  return  to  Athens; 
where  he,  on  the  death  of  Plato,  filled  the  chair,  and 
had  a  great  concourfe  of  pupils.  In  time,  the  dlfpleafure 
of  Alexander  ceafed,  and  he  loaded  him  Avith  prefents 
and  afliftances,  that  greatly  conduced  to  the  compleating 
-of  his  works,  which  have  been  made  the  ftandards  of  phllo- 
fophy  through  all  ages  till  the  beginning  of  the  lafl  century* 
At  his  death,  they  were  left  to  his  difciple  Theophraflus, 
.with  a  charge  never  to  publifh  them  ;  by  whofe  executors 
•they  were  buried  under  ground,  and,  after  having  lain  hid 
near  a  couple  of  ages,  were  differently  found  ;  but,  by 
palling  thro’  feveral  hands,  Pill  in  great  danger  of  being 
loff,  until  Andronichus  of  Rhodes  (a  little  before  the  birth 
-of  Chrift)  get  them  copied  and  difpofed  in  good  erder ; 
from  which  time  the  doflrine  of  AriPotlc  Hourifhed,  till, 
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in  the  dawn  of  the  thirteenth  age,  they  were  fupprefTei 
bv  the  church,  being  fuppofed  to  countenance 'wicked 
opinioils ;  but  they  were  again  reilored  to  the  univerfitie.^ 
of  Europe,  by  pope  Urban  V.  in  1366,  and  pope  Nicho¬ 
las  V.  in  1448  ;  fince  which  time  they  remained  in  a 
ilourifliing  condition,  down  to  the  middle  of  thelafl:  cen¬ 
tury. 

Medicine  thns  at  length  become  a  liberal  and  dr- 
ftindl  fcience,  remained  to  be  perfeefed  further^  by  ob- 
fervation  and  pradfice.  The  works  of  Hippocrates,  about 
the  dawn  of  Chriftiafiity,  were  digefted  and  improved  by 
AretseuS  the  Capadocian^  in  four  books,  entitled,  Con¬ 
cerning  the  Caufes  and  Signs  of  Acute  and  Chronic  Dif- 
cafes.’’  This  author  appears  with  ail  the  fuperiority  over 
Hippocrates,  which  time  and  colledlions  could  afford 
him  j  and  is-  the  hrft  that  applied  Cantharides  for  blifters. 
About  this  time  Celfus  wrote,  juftly  efteemed  one  of  the 
moft  valuable  among  the  antients.  He  is  fo  often  quoted 
with  appf'obation  by  our  beE  writers  in  phyfick ;  and  fo 
much  admired  by  the  learned  w^orld,  for  propriety,  eafe, 
and  elegance,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  attempt  to  draw  his 
charaaen  However,  he  is  fo  little  mentioned  by  the 
antients,  that  our  curiofity  cannot  be  gratified  with  any 
particulars  of  his  life  ;  nor  can  we  even  determine  hk 
profcfiion,  if  it  does  not  appear  from  his  writings.  Ext- 
cepting  Galen,  who  fiouriilied  foon  after  Celfus,  we 
hardly  meet  with  duf  writers  in  medicine  worth  notice, 
except  Trallian,  down  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury  !  but  the  fiieps'  by  which  medicine  has  defeended  from 
the  hands  of  Galen  to  the  prefent  time,  may  be  traced 
by  comparing  his  works  with  thofe  of  Jacobus  SylviuS, 
Riolan,  Sennertiis,  Riverius,  Etmuller,  Hoffman,,  and; 
Boerhaave.- 
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Bct  medicine  and  the  arts  -v^-^ere  almoE  totally  extin- 
guifhed  in  Europe  by  the  overthrow  of  the  Roman  empirej 
foon  after  which,  the  Mahommedans,  extending  their  em¬ 
pire  over  a  prodigious  extent  of  country,  tranflated  into  the 
Arabic  language  what  they  thought  valuable  of  the  fei- 
ences  :  butphyfick  rather  loft  than  gained  in  their  hands, 
tho’  their  own  practice  led  them  to  the  ufe  of  milder  and 
better  medicines  than  thofe  ufed  by  the  Greeks,  for  too 
much  negledling  the  knowledge  of  diftempers  themfelves^ 
they  ran  entirely  into  the  Galenic  forms  and  compofitions. 
The  principal  Arabian  writers  are,  Serapion,  in  the  end 
of  the  eighth  century  ;  John  of  Damafcen,  in  the  middle? 
of  the  ninth  ;  Rhazes,  hi  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  | 
Haly  Abbas,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fame  century;  Avicenna^ 
who  compiled  a  large  fyftem  from  the  Greeks  in  the 
eleventh  ;  Avenzoar,  a  Spanifh  Arab,  in  the  twelfth, 
who  has  left  many  good  obfervations,  cafes,  &c.  Aver- 
roes  a  native  of  Spain ;  and  Mefue,  who  excelled  in  the 
Galenic  pharmacy. 

As  the  arts  in  general,  were  revived  in  Italy,  more  early 
than  in  any  other  parts  of  Europe,  fo  Medicine  and  Ana¬ 
tomy  made  an  earlier  and  more  confiderable  progrefs  there, 
efpeciaily  in  the  fchool  of  Salernum  near  Naples.  In  the 
middle  of  the  fourteenth  age,  lived  Guido  de  Chauliac, 
principal  phyfician  to  feveral  popes,  though  in  holy  or¬ 
ders  ;  in  whofe  time  Surgery  was  fo  far  loft,  that  the  beft 
profeftbrs  fcarce  knew  how  to  treat  a  fimple  wound.  He 
is  reputed  the  reftorer  of  Surgery  to  Europe,  being  the  firft 
who  confidered  it  as  a  diftindf  fcience  from  phyfick,  and 
confirmed  it,  by  his  own  repeated  obfervations  and  experi¬ 
ence.  From  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  till 
ncar  ^the  end  of  the  thirteenth,  the  Arabians  were  the  foie 
difpenfers  ©f  the  Greek  learning  at  Toledo  and  Corduki, 
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in  Spam  ;  From  which  Moorlfh  univerfities  the  whole  arl 
of  Phyfic  was  carried  into  France,  by  Villanova^  and  by 
Pietro  d’  Albano  to  Padua,  about  the  end  of  the  thirteenth 
century.  During  the  fourteenth,  the  arts  made  a  very 
inconfiderable  progrefs  in  Europe,  till  the  difcovery  of  the 
art  of  printing  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  feveral  of  the  befl  antient  Greek  and  Latin  authors 
appeared  in  print*  In  our  own  country,  in  the  middle 
of  the  unlearned  thirteenth  century,  flourifhed,  in  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  Roger  Bacon,  a  Francifean  friar, 
who  appears,  by  his  manuferipts  in  the  Bodleian  Library, 
to  have  anticipated  his  country  in  philofophicai  learning, 
by  feveral  ages.  From  his  time,  experimental  philofophy, 
the  true  bafis  of  phyfick,  received  but  trifiing  advantage, 
till  the  appearance  of  lord  Bacon,  chancellor  of  England, 
who  was  born  at  York^houfe,  in  the  Strand,  in  ‘1560* 
The  additions  made  to  the  fciences  in  general,  by  this  ex- 
tenfive  genius,  are  too  numerous  and  well  known  to  par¬ 
ticularize  here  ;  his  learned  and  excellent  works  making 
a  part  in  every  good  library.  At  the  fame  time,  Galileo, 
k  native  of  Florence,  aftronomer  to  the  grand-duke  de 
Medieis  (v/hofe  difciple,  Torricelli,  invented  the  baro¬ 
meter)  and  Merfenniis,  purfued  the  fame  enquiries  in  Italy 
and  France.  In  England,  philofophy  received  further  im¬ 
provements  from  Boyle  and  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  j  till,  at 
length,  it  arrived  at  its  prefeiit  perfection. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  anatomy  re¬ 
ceived  prodigious  improvement  from  Vefalius,  who  was 
profefibr  of  anatomy  in  the  univerfity  of  Padua,  after 
'giving  public  ledtures  in  Louvain  and  Paris,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  year^.  Cotemporary  with  him  was  Bartholomew 
Euftachio,  public  profefibr  of  anatomy  at  Rome,  whofe 
elegant  anatomical  plates  were  loft  -to  the  public  till  about 


ON  MEDICINE* 


t 

forty  years  ago.  But  medicine  received,  at  this  period,  a 
ftill  greater  improvement ;  a  new  light  was  thrown  on  alf 
its  branches  by  the  important  difcovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  ;  which,  after  it  had  been  fome  years  taught 
in  private,  was  publiflied  by  the  immortal  Harvey  in  the 
year  1628.  This  Englifh  Hippocrates  was  born  at  Folk-^ 
{lone,  in  Kent,  in  1576;  was  afterwards  a  fludent  in 
Caius  Colledge,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  doclor’s 
degree,  after  having  fpent  fome  time  in  the  univerfity  of 
Padua  in  Italy.  After  fome  years  pradlice,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  phyfician  to  Charles  I.  and,  during  the  troubles 
of  that  reign,  his  writings  and  eftate  fufFered  confiderably; 
iince,  as  the  dodlor  afiures  us,  the  republican  party  broke 
into  his  apartments,  during  his  abfence,  and  deftroyed  a 
great  part  of  his  papers.  However,  what  he  has  pub- 
lifhed  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  generation,  are 
fufficient  to  fhew  his  penetration,  and  the  diligence  with 
which  he  traced  nature  in  every  part  of  the  body;  as  alfo 
his  ingenuity  in  deducing  their  phyfiological  and  pradlical 
ufes.  As  this  great  difcovery  appeared  deftrudlive  of  the 
whole  medical  theory,  as  then  taught  in  the  public  fchools, 
according  to  Ariftotle  and  Galen,  it  met  with  violent  op- 
pofition  from  feveral  profelTors ;  fuch  as  Riolan,  and  many, 
who  remained  infenfible  to  the  moft  cogent  reafons  and 
even  ocular  demonftration.  Others  attempted  to  deprive 
him  of  the  honour  of  the  difcovery,  by  afieriing,  that 
both  Hippocrates,  and  fome  others  of  the  antients,  knew 
there  was  both  a  circulation  and  perfpiration  through  the 
body ;  though  it  Is  evident  from  their  works,  that  they 
neither  knew  the  caufes,  manner  of  operation,  nor  the 
immediate  eiFedls  of  them  ;  which,  as  Dr.  Pitcairn  has 
incontellably  proved,  make  the  eflential  parts  of  every  dif¬ 
covery  in  fcience. 

Dr. 
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D  R.  H  A  R  V  E  y’s  difcovery  exerted  a  fpirit  of  emulation, 
and  induced  all  the  European  profeflbrs  of  anatomy  to  ex¬ 
amine  every  part  of  the  human  body,  more  carefully  than 
they  had  been  hitherto  accuftomed  to  do  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  very  confiderable  difeoveries  were  made.  In- 
jedfions  of  milk,  ink,  &c.  were  fird  ufed  to  trace  the 
yeffels  by  Euftachius,  Harvey,  Highmore,  GlifTon,  Willis, 
Bartholin,  :&c.  which  were  changed  for  tallow  and  other 
harder  fubftances  by  Swammerdam,  who  communicated 
Ills  improvement  toRuyfeh,  who  thereby  gained  both  great 
profit  and  reputation.  The  microfeope  alfo,  about  this 
time,  was  firft  ufed  in  anatomical  difeoveries  by  Harvey, 
Ewammerdam,  and  Ruyfeh*  Soon  after  Dr.  Harvey  pub- 
lifhed  his  account  of  the  circulation,  Afelli  of  Milan  pub- 
liflied  his  difcovery  of  the  ladfeals  in  a  dog;  Pecquet  wrote 
on  the  receptacle  and  dudf  of  the  chyle,  in  1651  ;  Bills 
and  Jolliff,  on  the  lymphatics,  in  1650;  Wharton,  in 
^656;  fiteno,^  in  1662 ;  and  Nuck,  in  1690,  on  the 
glands  in  general :  Swammerdam,  in  1664;  and  de  Graaf, 
in  1668  ;  on  the  parts  of  generation  :  Harvey,  in  1651  ; 
Needham,  in  1666  ;  Hoboken,  in  i66g  ;  Kerkring,  in 
i6po,  on  the  foetus:  Giiilbn5.on  the  liver,  in  1654: 
Verfung,  in  1643;  and  de  Graaf,  in  1664,  on  the  Pan¬ 
creas  :  Ruyfeh,  in  1665,  on  the  fpleen  and  lymphatics  : 
Willis,  in  1664;  Vieufiens,  in  1685 ;  and  Ridley,  in 
3695,  on  the  brain  and  nerves.  About  the  fame  time, 
Ruyfeh  examined  the  blood-velTels  :  Willifs,  in  1673; 
^nd  Peyer,  in  1677,  the  ftomach  and  inteftines :  Bellini, 
in  1662;  and  Malpighi,  in  1666,  the  kidneys  :  BorelH 
;ind  Lower,  in  1669,  the  heart:  Highmore,  in  1651; 
Schneider,  in  1655;  and  Cowper,  in  1698,  the  organs 
of  fmelling  :  Briggs,  in  1685,  the  eye ;  and  Duverney, 
in  1683,  the  internal  parts  of  the  ear ;  though  m^ny  of 
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thefe  fuppofed  difcoveries  were  already  made^by  Eufta- 
chius. 

A  FURTHER  account  of  the  progrefs  of  anatomy,  and 
the  other  branches  of  medicine,  may  be  gathered  from 
Dr.  Haller’s  notes  on  Boerhaave;  the  Adverfaria  and 
Epillles  of  Morgagni;  Window’s  Syfl-em  of  Anatomy; 
from  Albinus’s  works ;  and  Dr.  Haller’s  Phyfiologia,  in 
quarto,  lately  publifhed.  ,  The  principal  wTiters  from  the 
time  of  Hippocrates  to  Harvey,  may  be  feen  in  Dr.  Doug- 
lafs’s  Bibliographia  Anatomica,  printed  at  Leyden  in 
1727.  The  beft  anatomical  prints  are  the  foreign ‘edition 
of  Albinus’s  Tables,  Dr.  Haller’s  Fafciculi,  Dr.  Hunter’s 
and  Mr.  Jenty’s  plates  of  the  gravid  uterus  ;  Mr.  Jenty’s 
anatomical  plates  ;  and  Courcelie’s  leones  Mufculoruni 
Capitis. 

Nor  did  Anatomy  alone  arrive  at  this  height  of  perfec¬ 
tion  ;  but  every  branch  of  Medicine  was  equally  improved, 
as  appears  from  the  many  excellent  writers  on  the  theory 
and  practice  of  Phyfick,  Chymiftry,  See.  viz.  Sydenham, 
Parey,  Boerhaave,  Shaw,  Friend,  Mauriceau,  Daventer, 
Smellie,  Heifter,  Chefelden,  Sharp,  Le  Dran,  Potts,  Hux- 
ham,  Mead,  and  innumerable  other  excellent  authors. 


C 
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First  CoNst^BT ATioNe. 

■  ^ 

AYOtJNG  lady  of  eighteen,  rather  jdlly  and  full 
grown,  had,  from  her  infanti'y,  been  fubjedl  to  de-' 
fluxions  from  her  lips,  her  eyes,  and  her  ears :  when  five 
years  old,  fhe  had  a  fcald  head,  which  (he  retained  till  fhe 
was  twelve  or  thirteen,  in  fpite  of  all  the  remedies  that 
were  given  her,  and  an  ifliie  that  had  been  made  in  her 
arm.  About  her  fifteenth  year,  fhe  had  a  defluxion  on 
her  face;  and  a  little  abfcefs  broke  at  the  great  angle  of 
the  eye,  perhaps  occafioned  by  the  tooth -ach,  which 
healed  foon  after  the  tooth  was  drawn. 


The  abfcefs  re-appeared  after  fome  time,  and  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  fiflula  lacrynialis  was  performed,  after  which 
the  orifice  was  clofed ;  but  fome  months  being  elapfed,  the 
lame  operation  was  obliged  to  be  repeated^-  on  account 
of  a  fin  all'  fiflula. 

Soon  after,  a  little  fungous  excrefcence  grew  upon  the 
fmall  angle  ©f  the  eye  which  had  been  bad,,  arifing^  from 
the  orbit. 


Several  topical  remedies,  fuch  as  ophthalmic  lini¬ 
ments,  lotions,  having  been  applied  in  vain,  the  ex- 
crefcence  was  cnt  otF  with  the  fcillars.  This  operation- 

was 
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was  frequently  repeated,  but  it  always  grew  again  ;  and, 
at  laft,  it  was  feverai  times  touched  with  the  lap.is  inferna- 
iis  to  deftroy  its  root ;  and  the  difeafe  appeared  cured  du¬ 
ring  fe-veral  months. 

B;u  T  now  the  excrefcence  re-appears  :  it  Is  three  or 
four  lines  out  of  the  orbit  j  .and  the  patient,  defirous  of 
obtaining  a  perfedl  cure,  if  poHible,  has  made  the  above 
relation.  Note,  the  young  lady,  though  flrong  and  in  a 
good  ftate  of  health,  has  not  yet  had  her  menfes.  What 
is  your  opinion  of  this  difeafe ,  and  whatfliould  be  done? 

'  ‘  A  N  S  W  E  R. 

THE  patient,  not  yet  having  her  menfes,  I  .am  of 
opinion,  that,  before  any  operation,  they  fhould  be 
brought  on,  if  poffible,  as  the  young  lady  is  of  a  proper 
age  to  have  them.  Therefore,  before  any  operation  upon 
the  fungous  excrefcence  which  grows  out  of  the  angle 
of  the  eye,  you  muft  begin^by  fupplying  the  want  of  her 
menfes  by  venefedlion  in  the  foot.  This  being  done,  ex¬ 
cite  nature  to  forward  this  evacuation  by  remedies  that 
are  ufed  in  like  cafes  ;  fuch  as  preparations  of  fteel,  and 
by  bleeding  at  the  foot,  about  fix  ounces,  at  each  time, 
every  month.  Moreover,  it  is  proper  the  young  lady 
fhould  bathe  her  feet,  two  or  three  times  a  week,  in  warm 
water,  for  an  hour  before  fhe  goes  to  bed. 

As  this  excrefcence  has  often  returned,  and  has  been 

N 

preceded,  during  all  the  youth  of  the  patient,  by  de¬ 
fluxions  which  have  attacked,  at  feverai  times,  different 
parts  of  her  face ;  I  think  you  fhould  endeavour  to  di¬ 
vert  the  humours  that  are  inclined  to  difcharge  them- 
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felves  on  that  part,  and  give  them  a  vent  fome  other  way. 
To  efFetSl  this,  an  iffue  muft  be  made  in  each  arm. 

I  CAN  preferibe  nothing  more  at  prefent;  the  manner 
in  which  her  menfes  will  fliew  themfelves,  and  the  ex- 
crefcence  will  appear,  will  indicate  what  other  remedies 
fhould  be  refolved  on  to  remove  the  excrefcence. 

S  E  Q^U  EL  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

Second  Consultation. 

TWO  ifTues  have  been  made,  as  preferibed :  they 
have  afforded  a  great  difeharge  during  three  months,  and 
they  ftiil  continue  to  difeharge  plentifully.  Since  then, 
the  patient  hath  ufed  a  bolus,  made  with  twelve  grains  of 
Ethiop’s  mineral,  fix  grains  of  aperitive  faffron  of  fteel, 
fix  grains  of  oriental  faffron,  and  four  grains  of  mace ; 
of  which  file  takes  a  dofe  every  day  of  the  laft  fortnight 
of  the  month  ;  drinking  after  it  an  infufion  of  balm  or 
mug- wort  tea.  She  has  been  purged  every  fortnight  ^  and, 
agreeable  to  your  advice,  has  been  bled  in  the  foot  every 
month  :  her  menfes  have  not  yet  appeared  ;  and  the  ex- 
crefeence  of  the  fmall  angle  of  the  eye  has  not  grown 
higher,  but  is  thicker,  and  become  indurated,  being  near 
three  lines  in  diameter.  Moreover,  the  interior  part  of 
the  inferior  eye- lid  is  puffed  up  and  thickened,  V/hat  is 
next  to  be  done  ? 

ANSWER. 

A  S  long  as  the  menfes  do  not  appear,  I  think  what 
has  been  done  hitherto  iliould  not  be  difeontinued.  It 

is 
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is  to  be  hoped,  that,  confiderlng  the  patient’s  youth  and 
her  good  ftatc  of  body,  nature  will  aflifl:  art.  A  pot- 
linger  of  blood,  drawn  from  her  foot  every  month,  can¬ 
not  exhauft  her  ftrength ;  therefore  you  muf!:  continue  the 
fame.  If  the  menfes  appear  favourably,  or  the  contrary, 
then  it  will  be  feen  what  fhould  be  done  to  deftroy  the  ex- 
crefcence.  Aftringent  liniments  are  all,  at  prefen t,  that 
are  proper  for  her,  on  account  of  the  fwelling  of  the  eye¬ 
lid. 


SEQ^UEL  OF  THE  DISEASE,  : 

Third  Consultation. 

DURING  four  months,  and  upwards,  every  thing 
has  been  followed  that  was  preferibed  by  the  fecond  con- 
•fultation  ;  and  the  menfes  have  appeared,  at  laft,  for  three 
fucceffive  months  ;  which  hath  made  us  refolve  to  let  one 
of  the  iflues  clofe.  The  puffing  up  of  the  internal  part  of 
the  eye-lid  is  much  encreafed,  for  it  has  grown  four  times 
thicker  than  its  natural  Rate  ;  it  is  every  where  equally 
thick,  and  the  internal  part,  in  fome  places,  is  covered 
with  tubercles  of  a  deeper  red  than  the  reft  :  the  excre- 
fcence  fcarce  appears,  being  covered,  in  a  manner,  by  the 
thicknefs  of  the  eye- lid.  What  is  to  be  done  further  t 

ANSWER. 

ONE  cannot  to  the  eye,  as  in  other  parts,  apply  and 
retain  medicines  proper  to  confume  excrefcences ;  there¬ 
fore,  the  only  way  to  proceed  is  to  deftroy  the  fwelling  by 
touching  it  with  the  lapis  infernalis  as  often  as  is  necef- 
fary.  This  will  caufe  a  fuppuration  that  will  lelTen  it, 
and  make  the  fwelling  ceafe.  The  applying  this  remedy 

properly. 


properly,  requires  great  addrefs  and  precaution.  Yo^ 
mufl,  with  two  fingers  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  eye¬ 
lid,  r^verfe  it  as  much  as  pofiible ;  and  keep  it  fo,  whilft^ 
y^ith  the  other  hand,  you  tO;uch  eyery  part  of  the  fweiling 
wj.th  the  lapis  infernahs*  It  would  be  right  to  wet  the 
flpne  with  a  little  fpittle,  that  it  may  operate  fooner,  for 
it  only  adbs  whilfi:  it  is  dilTolvipig.  You  mufl  avoid  touchr 
ing  the  tunica  conjunctiva.  Before  you  quit  the  eye-lid, 
an  aiTifiant  mufl;  fyringe  the  part  well  w’-jth  warm  water, 
and  thoroughly  bathe  it  (repeating  this  feveral  times) 
with  fuch  attention  that  the  tunica  conjundtiva  may  njat 
Ceel'the  cauftic  quality  of  the  ftonc  that  touched  the  in- 

ternalpartof  t:he  eyerljd.  The  pain  will  be  little  or  jio- 
« 

thing,  and  fcarcely  perceptible.  Let  two  or  three  days 
elapfe  j  during- w^hick  time  fyringe  the  eye  frequently,  to 
wafii  away  the  little  particles  of  dead-fiefh  as  they  feparate,. 
With  the  fame  attention,  retouch  the  fweiling,  as  often 

it  is  necefiary,  leaving  an  interval  of  two  or  three  days, 
$ill  the  eye-lid  is  reduced  to  its  natural, ftate,  and  then  a 
cicatrix  will  be  foon  made,  Nothing  remains  after,  but  to 
defiroy  the  ejtcrefcenco  of  the  angle  to  its  root. 

It  has  been  tryed  before  to  defiroy  the  excrefccnce 
with  the  lapis  infcrnalis  5  and  it  has  always  grown  again, 
becaufe  the  cauftic  could  not  penetrate  to  the  root ;  there¬ 
fore  you  muft  ufe  fome  more  efiedtual  method. 

The  two  ^eye-lids  being  kept  open,  and  held  by  an 
afiiftant,  you  muft  have  a  long  and  thick  needle  fixed  fall: 
to  a  handle  ;  you  muft  make  it  red  hot  by  a  lighted  wax- 
candle  ;  then  plunge  it,  boldly  but  carefully,  into  the 
centre  of  the  excrefcence,  as  far  as  four  or  five  lines  deep, 
keeping  it  there  half  a  minute  or  fo  ;  then  withdraw  your 
needle,  and  after  let  down  the  eye-lid.  The  burning 

will 
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will  certainly  make  an  invifible  efchar,  and  the  heat  will 
Communicate  itfelf  beyond  the  wound.  This  is  not  ex¬ 
tremely  painful.  The  wound  will  weep  more  or  lefs  mat¬ 
ter  for  two  or  three  days,  which  will  lofe  itfelf  impercep¬ 
tibly  in  the  eye-lids.  Some  days  after,  you  mufl:  repeat  the 
iame^  and  perhaps  it  will  be  neceflary'to  repeat  it  three  or 
four  times,  leaving  the  fame  interval  of  time  betwixt  each 
operation.  I  do  not  doubt  but,  by  this  means,  you  will, 
at  lalf,  deftroy  the  excrefceiice  to  the  root ;  for  the  burn¬ 
ing  will  extend  itfelf  beyond  the  touch  of  the  needle  :  and 
I  doubt  if  nature  will  produce  again  another  excrefcence, 
if  the  patient  conforms  to  a  proper  regimen. 

Tke  Cure  a'ccomplisheu. 

PIIPPOCRAT  ES  fays.  That,  if  the  belt  knowh 
remedies  do  not  cure  a  chirurgical  diforder,  that  the  knife 
will,  by  an  operation  well  performed ;  and  if  this  is  not 
practicable,  though  the  diforder  is  within  the  reach  of 
furgery,  yet  fire  applied,  will  cure  it.  By  fire,  I  fuppofe' 
he  meant  all  that  burns ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  cauEic,  oi? 
red-hot  iron,  for  both  burn  in  their  v/ay. 

But  one  cannot  always  confine  the  burning  of  a  can- 
Eic,  which',  in  diflblving,  may  extend  further  than  one 
would  defire  :  red-hot  iron  a6ts  not  in  the  fame  way.  The 
ufe  I  made  of  it  for  the  patient  in  queftion,  was  founded 
upon  this  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates,  and  verifies  it,  for  the 
exerefcence  has  not  appeared  again. 

The  better  to  confirm  the  cure  of  the  patient,  I  thought 
it  was  proper  to  let  the  daily  evacuation  of  the  ifliie  con¬ 
tinue,  and  to  procure  another  by  the  ufe  of  aperient  bo- 
lufTes.  Therefore  I  made  the  patient,  every  morning, 

during 
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during  fix  months,  take  a  bolus  made  of  fix  grains  of 
•Ethiops  mineral,  aquila  alba,  and  diagridium,  of  each 
four  grains,  incorporated  with  fyrop  of  compound  fuccory, 
which  kept  her  body  entirely  open. 

I  M  A  D  E  the  patient  ftay  at  Paris  above  fix  months  after 
the  excrefcence  was  deftroyed,  to  fee  if  it  v/ould  grow 
again,  as  it  did  before,  after  the  application  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  cautery  :  but  nothing  has  re-appeared,  though  more 
than  two  years  are  elapfed. 

This  cure,  perfeded  by  the  adual  cautery,  may  furnifh 
ideas  of  other  cures,  in  many  cafes,  where  applying  cau- 
Hics,  which  only  operate  when  they  dilTolve,  would  be 
dangerous,  or  could  not  poffibly  take  place. 


A  Fiftiila  in  the  Pe^n^Eumi 

Am  AN  about  fifty  for  many  years  had  a  contradlon 
of  his  urethra,  which  was  eafy  to  difcover  by  the 
If  ream  of  the  urine,  which  every  day  grew  fmaller  and 
fmallerb  In  procefs  of  time,  fome  fmall  hftulous  orifices 
appeared  in  the  perinseum,  through  which  a  fmall  quan^ 
tity  of  urine  pafTed.  A  little  while  after,  the  number  of 
thefe  orifices  multiplied,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  root  of  the  penis  to  the  verge  of  the  anus. 
In  fliort,  the  urine  fcarcely  palled  at  all  through  the  na¬ 
tural  paflages  ;  the  fcrotum  and  the  perinseum  are  fwellcd 
and  petrified,  in  a  manner,  by  calofity. 

On  examination,  we  have  difcovered  that  the  fcrotum 
and  the  perinaeiim  have  formed  together  a  fiefhyhard  fub- 

ffrnce, 
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ftance,  as  la^ge  as  ori^’s  two  fifts,  fpread  over  with  above 
thirty  brifices  whence  the  urine  iffiies,  more  through  fome 
than  others,  and  orily  forhe  few  drops  come  through  the 
penis,  ^hich  is  "more  than  half  concealed  in  the  callous 
iubftance;  We  have  often  tryed  to  introduce  the  fmalleft 
bougie,  but  it  does  not  go  farther,  at  moft,  than  three 
finger’s  breadth.  Is  this  diforder  curable,  and  how  ? 

ANSWER. 

■ » 

'’INHERE  are  three  curative  indications  to  be  obferved. 
The  firft  isj  by  a  chirurgical  operation,  to  give  a  free 
pafTage  td  thb  uHne,  to  prevent  any  more  fiftulas  and  cal- 
lofitres.  The  fecond  is,  to  deftroy  the  whole  callous  fub- 
fiance  from  the  pubis  to  the  anufe.  The  third  is,  to  make 
a  free  p^fTage  for  the  urine  through  the  urethra ;  without 
which  the  difofder  cannot  be  cured,  or  will  foon  return. 

T 6  fulfil  the  firfl,  you  hiufl  make,  from  the  p^rinse- 
utn  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  a  flraight  incifion,  but 
longer  thaii  is  made  in  the  operation  for  the  flone.  The 
fiext  thing  Is,  to  take  away  a  great  part  of  the  callous 
fubftancd  ffom  the  perinseum  and  fcrotum,  and  afterwards 
to  procure  a  plentiful  Tuppuration,  which  may  difcharge 
the  fweliing  all  about  the  incifion.  After  that,  yoii  muft 
contrive  to  enlarge  the  cavity  of  the  urethra, "  Thus  the 
three  whyi  bf  curing  it  are  fulfilled. 

In,  in  the  time  of  the  operation,  you  find  a  finus  that 
leads  to  the  urethra,  you  inufl  introduce  a  hollow  probe, 
and  from  thence  into  the  bladder,  to  make,  with  the  help 
of  the  cafaula,  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  an  incifion  fuffi- 
cieht  to  place  a  canula.  When  the  urine  flows  freely 
through  the  pipe,  nature  will  afiifl  art  to  difiblve  the  cal- 

D  lofities. 


SELECl'  PAPERS 


iS 

lofities,  and  heal  the  fiftulas  j  not  only  where  the  incifion 
has  been  made,  but  alfo  the  others,  becaufe  the  urine  will 
not  pafs  through  them  any  more.  In  fhort,  the  urethra 
will  heal  itfelf  like  the  reft  of  thelerotum  ;  and,  perhaps, 

/  you  may  be  able,  in  a  few  days,  to  introduce  medicinal 
bougies  to  perfect  the  cure.  .  r  / 

The  Cure  coaipleated. 

THE  patient  in  queftion  was  fent  to  me,  and  I  was 
defired  to  take  him  under  my  care.  I  prefcribed  for  bim 
the  hollow  probe-,  which  ferved  for  the  operation  of  the 
ftone.  This  I  introduced  into  the  urethra  to  condudf  the 
biftory  ;  and  as  it  was  neceftary  to  avoid  cutting  acrofs  the 
urinary  canal,  which  was  hid  in  the  callous  fubftance  ;  I 
made  a  deep  incifion  ail  along  the  tumour,  a  large  thumb’s 
breadth  from  the  ifchion,  as  is  done  in  cutting  for  the 
ftone ;  and  I  took  away  as  much  of  the  callous  fubftance 
as  I  could  without  tlanger  of  wounding  the  urethra, 
which  the  callous  fubftance  prevented  me  from  diftinguifti- 
ing.  Not  feeing  which  way  the  urine  came,  becaufe  the 
blood  ftreamed  as  from  a  fponge  that  is  fqueezed,  to 
keep  the  fides  divided,  I  filled  the  wound  with  dowels, 
kept  on  with  a  comprefs  and  a  bandage.  Next  day,  to 
drefs  the  patient,  I  placed  him  in  the  fame  attitude  as  in 
the  operation  ;  and,  feeing  the  urine  flow  through  feveral 
places  of  the  wound,  I  placed  in  the  Anus,  which  I  thought 
moft  likely  to  communicate  with  the  urethra,  a  piece  of 
cat-gut ;  which  only  entered  feven  or  eight  lines,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  paflage  being  fo  oblique. 

The  next  drefllng,  the  fame  fort  of  cat-gut  was  intro¬ 
duced  a  little  further;  and  in  the  third  ftill  more  3  but  at  the 

fourth 
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fourth  drefling  it  entered  into  the  urethra,  and  from  thence 
into  the  bladder  itfelf.  Immediately,  with  the  help  of  this 
cat-gut,  I  puflied  a  hollov/  probe,  open  at  one  end,  into 
the  bladder,  and,  through  this  opening,  I  pafTed  into  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  a  ftraight  biftory  of  a  proper  fizc, 
with  which  I  divided  it,  as  well  the  proftrate  gland, 
and  immediately  introduced  a  leaden  canula  to  give  a 
free  paflage  to  the  urine,  which  Without  it  might  have 
taken  a  wrong  pafiage,  as  it  did  before. 


In  the  courfe  of  the  dreffings,  the  callous  fubfiance 
diflblved  by  degrees,  and  feveral  fiftulous  orifices  clofed  ; 
Ac  vaft  fuppuratlon  difeharged  by  degrees,"  all  the  fwell- 
ing ;  and,  in  twelve  days,  I  could  introduce  into  the 
penis  a  very  fmall  bougie  :  after  a  few  days  I  introduced 
a  larger  fize,  and  at  lad  I  could  introduce  them  into  the 
wound  fo  far,  that  they  touched  the  hollow  tube,  which 
I  had  hitherto  continued  the  ufe  of. 


Thus,  in  a  few  days,  I  enlarged  the  paflage  fuffici- 
cntly  to  introduce,  through  the  urethra,  into  the  wound, 
a  leaden  probe,  after  removing  the  canula.  I  pafTed  the 
-  end  of  the  probe  through  the  wound  of  the  perinaeam; 
and,  by  the  help  of  two  eyes  at  its  extremity,  I  pafTed  into 
the  urethra  a  Teton,  one  end  of  which  came  out  at  the 
nut  of  the  yard,  the  other  at  the  wound  in  the  perinaeum  ; 
and  after  this  I  replaced  the  canula :  I  gently  moved  up 
and  down  this  feton  every  day,  moiflened  with  diachylon 
with  the  gums,  brought  to  a  proper  confiflence  with  oil  of 
St.  John’s  wort.  By  this  means,  the  internal  part  of 
the  urethra  fuppurated  plentifully,  and  became  fofter. 
The  feton  being  no  longer  moiflened  with  matter,  at  the 
end  of  fifteen  days  I  difeontinued  it,  and  ufed  bougies  only 
of  a  proper  fize  to  keep  the  palfage  fufficicntly  open. 

D  2  During 
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During  this  trea^iment,  the  wound  incarnsdi.  a.n4 
many  fmall  fiftulas  clofe4  themfelves.  I  then-  removed 
the  canula,  and  the  urine  took  its  proper  couryfe.  The, 
Hream  of  urine  encreafed  in  a  little  tinae,  and  all  the  fdlu* 
las  clofed  up,  and  the  weund  at  length  cicatrized, 

i 

I  ADVISED  the  patient  to  ufe  leaden  prohes,  or  bou¬ 
gies,  for  a  year  or  two,  twice,  in  a  week,  to  preferve  the 

■  r  ■  ■  -  - 

diameter  of  the  urinary  canal,  2iid  prevent  a  return,  of  the 
difeafe.  This  advice  was  not  ill  founded.  I  have  feen 
two  perfons,  cured  hy  the  ufe  of  bougies  only,  relapfe 
into  the  fame  diforder,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  by 
hegle6Hng,  contrary  to  my  advice,  to  make  ufe  of  bougie% 
or  a  leaden  probe,  a  fufficient  time  after  their  cure. 


A  Diforder  from  a  Suppreffion  of  the 
Hemorrhoidal  Flux, 

Am  A  N,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  hadr  for  fom,e 
years,  been  fubjedl  to  the  piles.  About  two  years, 
fince,  this  evacuation  has,  been  fupprefiedj.  and  fix  moAths^ 
afterwards  he  was  troubled  with  a  tingling  in  hi.S;  ear^,, 
which  terminated  in  a  ferous  difcharge.  Since  this,  he, 
has  been  aiHicfed  with  very  obflinate  tettars,  in  his  fa.cej^ 
and  the  app.earance.of  tk,efe  tettars,  has  been  fj^equently 
ternative  with  the  tingling  in  his  ears,  S.hould  this^ 
order  be  removed-?.  In.  what  manner  IKouId,  it  be  treated.? 
Is  there  any  thing  to  apprehend,  with  refpe(d  to  1110  pa-a 
tient;,  in  the  procefs  of  the  cure  ? 


A  N  S  W  E  R. 
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ANSWER. 

/ 

’T  I S  the  ruppref](;on  of  the  hemorphoidal  flux  which  hat 
occafioned  the  tiagling  in  the  e^ra  and  thefe  tettars  5  for  it 
is  very  feldoin  that  nature  docs  not  endeavour  to  fupply 
the  place  of  any  fuppreffed  evacuation  by  fome  other.  As 
the,  tingling  in  the  ears  and  the  tettars  are  alternative^ 
there  is  reafon  to  be  afraid  left  the  humour  which  caufes 
them,  changing  its  place,  fhould  fix  itfelf  on  the  brain, 
C»r  fome  other  of  the  viftera,  and  caufe  the  moft  terrible 
accidents.  There  is,,  perhaps.,  a  method  of  preventing 
thofe  accidents,,  and  removing  the  prefent  diforders,  and 
this  fhould  be  tried.  ’Tis  to  proQure,  if  poflible,  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  hemorrhoidal  flux,  or  to  fupply  its  place  by 
fome  other  means.  Nature  can  do  this  without  the  aflift- 
ance  of  art,  for  flie  has  already  done  it ;  but  art  can  like- 
wife  excite  and  aflift  her  to  do  a  great  deal,  or  fupply  hei?^ 
defedi,  as  experience  proves. 

Fo  u  R  or  five  leeches  fhould  be  frequently  applied  round 
the  verge  of  the  anus  :  when  they  are  removed,  thc' pa¬ 
tient  fhould  ftt  over  the  fteam  of  hot- water.  The  leeches 
draw  but  little  blood  ;  but  over  the  fteam  of  hot  water, 
the  orifices  they  make,  will  give  more ;  fo  that,  in  about 
an  hour,  it  will  amount  to  twelve  or  fifteen  ounces.  This 
being  done,  the  bleeding  will  foon  flop,  by  applying  be¬ 
tween  the  buttocks  a  comprefs  dipped  in  oxycrate. 

The  leeches  muft  be  repeated  more  or  lefs frequently, 
as  occafion  requires ;  and,  if  the  hemorrhoidal  flux  has 
been  periodical,  you  muft  regularly  remark  the  time,  as 
you  do  with  refpedf  to  the  menfes  in  women,  and  apply  thc 
leeches  at  that  period  which  nature  followed  in  the  time 

of 
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of  the  evacuation.  If  the  hemorrhoidal  flux  returns,  thc^ 
application  of  leeches  will  be  ufelefs.  Bleeding  in  the  foot 
might  fupply  the  habitual  evacuation ;  but  I  have  remarked, 
that  it  lefs  frequently  fucceeds  than  the  application  of 
leeches,  which  I  have  already  prefcribed. 

.  Nothing  fhould  be  applied  to  the  tettars  on  the  face 
when  they  appear,  for  fear  of  ftriking  in  the  humour, 
which  might  then  fix  itfelf  on  fome  of  the  internal  parts. 

i 

'  If  the  diforder  continues,  in  fpite  of  the  evacuation  I 
have  propofed,  being  repeated  feveral  times,  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  preferibe  the  chewing  of  tobacco  to  relieve  nature 
by  a  daily  evacuation ;  or  an  ifliie  in  each  leg  would  re¬ 
lieve  fiill  more.  ;  ' 

.  At  the  fame  time,  it  would  be  proper  to  advife  the  pa-r 
tient  to  the  ufe  of  a  pint  of  whey,  every  morning,  in 
which  is  boiled,  for  a  few  minutes,  the  leaves  of  fumitory 
and  dock-root.  The  warm-bath  may  alfo  be  ufed  with 
fome  purgative  medicines,  to  prepare  the  patient  for  a 
milk  diet ;  in  order  to  corre£l:,  as  much  as  pofiible,  the 
acrimonious  difpofition  of  the  blood  and  juices. 


1 


?  ' 


A  Fiflula 
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A  Fiftula  in  the  Cheek. 

f 

;  * 

Am  AN  received  (a-hunting,  about  two  months  ago) 

a  thruft  from  the  antlers  of  a  deer,  which  wounded 
him  in  the  cheek,  in  the  mafTeter  mufcle.  There  is 
a  great  inflammation,  floughs,  and  a  large  fuppuration. 
The  falivary  dud!  being  opened  by  the  wound,  has, 
during  its  treatment,  and  ftill,  produces  a  great  quantity 
of  faliva  (efpecially  when  the  patient  eats)  which  pre¬ 
vents  the  wound  from  cicatrifing,  though  it  has  been 
open  thefe  two  months.  The  fiilula  is  fmall,  and  en¬ 
tirely  fehirrous  round  the  edges.  How  fliould  one  pro¬ 
ceed  to  cure  this  fiftula  ?  May  one  hope  it  will  clofe  in 
time  ? 

A  N  S  W-  E  R. 

WHENEVER  a  great  deal  of  moifture  proceeds 
from  a  wound,  it  injures  the  nutritious  juice  which  fhould 
heal  the  wound.  Therefore  it  is  not  ftrange  that,  where 
the  falival  canal  is  open,  the  wound  fhould  become  fiftu- 
ioiis. 

The  faliva  is  very  neceflary  to  maftication  as  well  as 
digeftion,  and  returns  with  the  chyle  into  the  circulation. 
It  returns  alfo  into  the  circulation  when  it  is  not  mixed 
with  the  chyle,  for  we  fwallow  it  every  moment  imper¬ 
ceptibly.  Flowing  into  the  ftomach,  it  digefts  itfelf,  in 
a  manner,  and,  paftlng  through  the  inteftines,  enters 
a-frefh  through  the  mouths  of  the  lacleal  veins,  and  al¬ 
ways  keeps  them  diftended  and  moift,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that,  after  the  digeftion  of  the  food,  thofe  veins  are  always 
ready  to  receive  the  chyle  which  comes  from  the  duode-. 
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Hum.  If  a  fluid  did  not  continually  flow  there,  they 
would  clofe  by  degrees,  and  the  chyle  could  not  pafs 
through  them  any  longer.  Therefore  nature  does  not 
feparate  the  faliva  to  be  loft,  as  fhe  does  the  urine  and 
fome  other  fluids.  You  muft  endeavour  then  to  cure  this 
iiftula,  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  the  faliva,  which  would  in 
time  exhauft  the  patient. 

We  cannot  reftore  the  portion  of  the  falivary  duel, 
which  has  been  deftroyed ;  but  we  can  change  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  fiftula,  by  making  it  open  into  the  inflde  of 
the  mouth,  inftead  of  its  opening  on  the  external  part  of 
the  face ;  and  this  is  what  is  here  required,  to  prevent 
the  iofs  of  the  faliva. 

To  effect  this,  you  muft  pare  and  cut  off  that  part  of 
the  cicatrix  which  furrounds  the  edge  of  the  fiftula  ;  and, 
if  poflible,  make  a  green  wound  of  it.  You  muft  take 
care,  at  the  fame  time,  not  to  injure  the  internal  cOat 
<)f  the  mouth.  Afterwards  you  muft  pierce  this  internal 
■coat  of  the  mouth  where  the  Wound  declines  the  moft, 
and  introduce  a  leaden  or  filver  pipe  of  a  proper  length 
thro’  the  wound,  which  muft  be  placed  fo  as  to  have  one 
end  in  the  cicatrix  and  the  other  in  the  mouth.  The 
pipe,  at  both  ends,  Ihould  have  a  little  kind  of  cuftiion, 
that  it  may  not  entirely  pafs  iiito  tile  mouths 

•J 

The  pipe  being  properly  placed,  you  muft  fow  lip  the 
lips  of  the  external  v/ound,  and  ftreiigthen  the  ftitches 
with  the  dry  future ;  afterw'ards  you  muft  drefs  it  with 
dry  lint,  and  keep  that  on  with  an  adheflve  pklftcr. 

The  motion  of  the  jaw  and  the  cheeks  caiife  a  great 
deal  of  faliva.i  To  prevent  it  from  moifteniiig  the 

wound 
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Wound  too  much ;  and  to  accelerate  its  healing,  the  pati¬ 
ent  muft  move  his  jaw  as  little  as  poffible  till  the  cicatrix  is 
entirely  formed.  He  muft  be  fed  with  broths  and  liquids 
only,  and  take  them  from  the  mouth  of  a  bottle,  leaning 
his  head  a  little  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  wound, - 

The  external  cicatrix  being  perfedlly  formed,  the  pipe 
will  be  eafily  drawn  out  through  the  infide  of  the  mouth  ; 
and  then  the  faliva  running  through  this  pafTage  into  the 
mouth,  will  keep  the  new  fiftula  open,  as  it  did  the  ex¬ 
ternal  fiftula  before  the  operation. 


A  Fradture  of  the  Thigh  from  an  internal 

Caufe. 

AW  O  M  ANj  who  has  not  had  her  menfes  for  two 
years,  has,  during  this  period,  been  frequently  at¬ 
tacked  v/ith  rheumatic  pains  in  different  parts  of  her  body. 
Since,  about  two  months,  the  humour  which  caufed 
them  feems  to  have  fixed  itfelf  on  the  fafcia  lata,  and  the 
woman  has  felt  an  infupportable  pain  in  her  thigh.  A 
fortnight  ago  the  pain  encreafed  greatly,  and  the  patient 
turning  in  her  bed,  the  thigh-bone  broke  in  the  middle. 
How  is  this  fradlure  to  be  reduced  ?  Can  a  cure  be  ex¬ 
pelled  ?  If  not,  what  method  is  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
worfe  confequences  ? 

T 

ANSWER, 

WE  have  often  feen  fuch  fort  of  fradtures^  occafioned 
cither  by  a  venereal  or  a  cancerous  virulence,  of  a  rheu¬ 
matic  humour,  whofe  caufe  is  unknov/n  or  dubious  ; 

E  and 
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^nd,  in  c©nfequence  thereof,  bones  grow  carious*  Jrf 
this  ftate  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  break  with 
the  leaf!:  motion  of  the  patient. 

I  CANNOT  think  the  juice  that  nourifhes  the  bones^ 
will  re-unite  the  fradture,  fince  it  could  not  preferve  the 
bone  in  its  Hate  of  foundnefs.  All  that  can  be  done  is,  to 
keep  the  limb  as  flraight  as  poflible  with  bandages  (not 
too  tightly  rolled  about)  and  fplints  j  and  oblige  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  remain  in  a  Rate  of  reft* 

If  one  could  certainly  know  what  fault  in  the  fluids,  pro¬ 
duced  the  diforder,  it  might,  no  doubt,  be  corredled  by 
proper  fpecifics.  But,  even  if  that  was  done,  I  am  of 
opinion  it  would  be  impoflible  to  cure  the  fradure. 


Bad  Confequences  from  a  Lying-in. 


LADY,  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  had,,  three 


\  years  ago,  a  diflicult  lingering  labour,  in  which 
the  head  of  the  child  remained  three  days  in  the  pallage. 
It  is  eafily  conceived,  that,  during  this  time,  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts  muft  have  fuffered  conliderably  from  the 
compreflion,  which,  in  fadf,  occafioned  a  mortification. 
The  redtum  was  exempt  from  this,  mortification  ;  but  the 
urethra  was  deftroyed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  the  day 
after  her  lying-in,  her  urine  and  lochia  came  through  the 
fame  paflage.  By  degrees,  the  whole  mortified  parts  of  the 
vagina  came  away,  and  the  wound  formed  an  irregular 
cicatrix,  which  only  left  from  the  womb,  to  the  external 
orifice,  a  very  narrow  and  almoft  Imperceptible  paflage.  * 


Ey  S.K 
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Ever  fince  this  accident,  her  menfes  flow  with  great 
difliculty,  becaufe  the  leaft  clot  of  blood  which  is  formed 
ftops  up  the  pafiage,  and  occafions  very  acute  pains, 
which  fhe  calls  the  cholic  of  the  womb. 

For  an  whole  year,  the  urine  flow’d  eafily  through 
this  canal,  the  natural  urinary  paflage  being  entirely  de- 
flroyed  by  the  mortification  ;  but  after  fome  time,  and  by 
degrees,  it  came  only  drop  by  drop,  accompanied  with 
excruciating  pain.  At  lafi:  the  lady  confented  to  admit  a 
vifit  from  a  furgeon,  whofe  account  of  her  cafe  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Between  the  labia  pudenda  appears  a  very  irregular 
cicatrix,  deep,  and  in  the  lhape  of  a  funnel,  full  of  irre¬ 
gularities,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  not  without  great 
difficulty  that  you  can  perceive  at  the  bottom  a  very  fmall 
aperture.  Introducing  a  probe  through  this  aperture,  we 
feel,  three  thumbs  breadth  deep,  a  ftone,  the  nature  and 
fize  of  which  we  cannot  diflinguifh,  becaufe  the  probe 
wants  room  to  play  in  this  narrow  palTage.  It  is  this  fione 
certainly  that  renders  the  pafTage  of  the  urine,  as  well  as 
her  menfes,  fo  difficult.  What  is  to  be  done  to  cure  this 
diforder,  or  prevent  the  wo^’fl:  of  accidents  happening  to 
the  patient  ? 

\ 

ANSWER. 

T  O  take  a  proper  method  in  fo  difficult  a  cafe,  we  muft 
firfl:  endeavour  to  form  a  right  idea  of  the  preternatural 
Rate  of  the  parts,  occafioned  by  the  cicatrix  formed  after 
the  injury  which  they  fuffered  from  her  lying-in. 

E  2 
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It  is  probable  th^t  the  urine,  in  its  pafiage  from  the 
bladder,  diredled  its  cpurfe  in  an  oblique  diredlion  almoft 
to  the  neck  of  the  womb,  and  then  took  the  narrow  paf- 
{iige  which  the  cicatrix. of  the  internal  part  of  the  vagina 
had  left. 

If  there  is  a  Hone,  it  came  from  the  bladder  as  gravel, 
or  rather  it  might  be  formed  in  the  pafiage  by  a  calculous 
concretion,  occafioned  by  the  conftant  retention  of  fome 
drops  of  urine  (as  we  fornetimes  obferve  in  the  prepuce  of 
children)  and  this  gravel  could  not  be  removed  on  ac^ 
count  of  the  ftraightnefs  of  the  palTage. 

It  is  impohible  to  make  anew  the*  urinary  paflage,  it 
being  entirely  deftroyed  ;  nor  can  the  vagina  be  replaced 
in  its  former  condition  :  all  that  art  can  do,  is  to  enlarge, 
and  confequently  render  more  convenient,  the  canal  which 
nature  has  reftored  for  the  evacuation  of  the  menfes  and 
urine  ;  which  may  be  done  two  ways  j  either  by  an  ope¬ 
ration  or  a  fimple  dilatation. 

Th[e  operation  confifts  in  making  two  incifions,  one 
to  the  right,  the  other  to  the  left,  beginning  at  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  fmall  aperture,  and  extending  the  incifion 
towards  the  buttock,  the  length  of  the  tuberofity  of  the 
ifchion,  on  each  fide.  Then  introduce  a  finger  into  the 
wound,  and,  with  a  narrow  blunt-pointed  biftory,  cut 
its  whole  length,  to  the  right  and  left,  the  cicatrix  of  the 
vagina,  taking  care  npt  to  wound  the  redlum  ;  then  cx- 
tradf  the  flone  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  place  a  canula 
of  a  proper  length  and  thicknefs  in  the  vagina,  to  diflend 
and  keep  the  edges  of  the  wound  fufEciently  fepa^ated,  till 
a  new  cicatrix  is  formed. 
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It  Is  poflible  to  perform  this  operation,  but  not  with¬ 
out  great  inconvenience.  I  am  of  opinion,  the  ftone  may 
be  extracted  by  this  means  ;  but  if  the  menfes,  violent 
pains,  or  other  diforders  happening,  fhould  prevent  the 
canula  from  remaining  in  the  palTage  till  the  cicatrix  is 
entirely  formed,  or  even  fome  time  longer ;  it  is  certain 
this  operation  would  be  ufelefs.,  on  account  of  thenarrow- 
nefs  of  the  palTage  ;  for  in  this  cafe  the  cicatrix  will  le- 
jturn  to  its  former  ftate. 

The  other  method  which  furgeiy  m.ay  purfue,  is  the 
dilatation  of  the  whole  paflage  to  the  very  ftone  itfelf ; 
.which  one  may  reafonably  expert  to  come  at  by  the  con¬ 
tinued  life  of  bougies  made  of  cat- gut,  the  fi^e  and 
p umber  of  which  may  be  encreafed,  without  danger,  jn 
proportion  a?  by  the  fwelling  they  are  -capable  of  they 
diftend,  and  keep  feparate,  the  Tides  of  the  canal  through 
which  the  menfes  and  urine  pafs. 

T  H  E  F  A  C  T. 

*  ^  I-  iT 

AFTER  this  anfwer,  the  lady  came  to  Paris  ;  and, 
having  vifited  her,  I  found  the  preceding  defcriptiori 
of  her  cafe  exaffly  true.  I  preferred  dilatation  to  the 
other  method.  I  introduced  through  the  little  aper¬ 
ture  a  very  fmall  piece  of  cat-gut  the  fize  of  the  treble 
firing  of  a  violin,  about  three  inches  long,  blunted  ^t  the 
point  and  greafed  with  pomajum.  It  fwelled  with  the 
moillure,  but  being  attended  with  an  inclination  to  make 
water,  I  was  obliged  to  take  it  out  on  account  of  its  en¬ 
tirely  flopping  up  the  paflage.  I  introduced  a  firing  of 
the  fame  fize  every  night  and  morning ;  and,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  four  days,  I  was  capable  of  introducing  one  a 
little  thicker. 

'Tffg 
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The  repeated  ufe  of  thefe  bougies  (for  by  degrees  I 
cncreafed  the  fize  of  them  till  I  could  introduce  a  ftring 
the  fize  of  the  largeft  made  ufe  of  for  a  violoncello)  fo 
greatly  afiifted  the  dilatation  of  the  parts,  that  I  at  length 
could  place  three  or  four  at  a  time  on  the  fide  of  each 
other.  Thus  I  fucceffively  encreafed  their  number,  du¬ 
ring  three  months,  until  I  at  laft  could  introduce  fourteen 
of  them  together,  which  were  as  thick  as  one’s  finger, 
letting  them  remain  both  night  and  day  in  the  pafiage.  I 
placed  between  them  a  fmail  leaden  canula,  about  the 
thicknefs  of  one  of  the  firings  when  fwelled,  to  prevent 
being  obliged  to  remove  them  when  the  patient  wanted  to 
make  v/ater.  Each’ of  thefe  pieces  of  cat- gut  was  rounded 
at  one  end  with  a  file,  and  tied  with  a  thread  at  the  otner, 
to  facilitate  their  removal  when  occafion  might  require. 
They  are  eafiefi  introduced  when  dry,  one  by  one  5  they 
fwell  in  the  pafiage,  and  are  removed  with  the  fame  eafe-, 
though  fwelled  and  foftened. 

I  CONTINUED  this  pradfice  for  three  months,  though, 
during  this  time,  it  was  often  interrupted  by  her  mcnfes, 
cholicky  pains,  and  other  diforders.  i'*Jevertheiefs,  the 
orifice  kept  diftended  enough  to  allow  a  woman’s  probe', 
of  about  a  third  of  an  inch  diameter,  fufilcient  room  to 

play  w'ith  eafe. 


I  THEN  fearched  with  the  found  for  the  fione,  which  I 


had  touched  with  my  probe  the  firfi  time  I  vifited  this  pa¬ 
tient,  but  could  not  find  it  j  in  all  appearance,  being  of 


a  foft  confiftence,  it  was  broke  into  pieces  by  the  frequent 
rubbing  ot  the  cat-gut  bougies  againfi  its  furface,  dif- 
folved  into  fand,  and  made  its  exit  with  the  urine.  In 
fadt,  on  removing  the  bougies,  I  olten  perceivea  final! 


pieces  of  gravel  on  their  furiace. 


The 
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The  menfes  and  urine  now  palTed  off  without  giving  . 
any  pain.  What  could  the  operation  have  effecSted  more? 
Could  it  have  made  the  lady  fit  for  her  hufband  ?  No,  for 
the  hardnefs  of  the  cicatrix  would  have  prevented  it : 
and,  fuppofe  this  was  pofHble,  and  the  lady,  in  confe- 
quence  thereof,  pregnant,  how  greatly  would  the  life  of 
both  mother  and  infant  have  been  endangered  ! 

I  ADVISED  the  continuance  of  the  ufe  of  thefe  cat-gut 
bougies  to  preferve  the  diameter  of  the  paffage  ;  and  I 
have  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  patient’s  compliance  with 
this  advice,  having  already  found  fo  much  benefit  froms 
them. 

W E  have  already  feen,  in  another  cafe,  the  great  uti¬ 
lity  of  thefe  cat-gut  bougies,  in  keeping  open  an  incifion 
made  in  the  perinaeum,  to  extradf  a  ftone  that  was  fixed 
in  the  urethra,  which  could  not  have  been  effedfed  by  a 
canula,  without  great  inconvenience  and  pain  to  the  pa¬ 
tient. 

N.  B.  A  great  improvement  has,  in  this  refpedl,  been 
lately  been  made  by  Mr.  Collett,  oppofite  Durham- 
yard,  in  the  Strand,  who  has  invented  catheters  and 
bougies  of  leather,  which  may  be  made  to  any  degree 
of  finenefs,  and  have  all  the  good  properties  of  cat-gut 
bougies,  at  the  fame  time  they  diftend  the  part  more 
•  equally  and  afford  a  greater  degree  of  refiftance. 


Violent 


3^ 
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Violent  Pains  in  the  Head. 

A  LADY,  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  has  com¬ 
plained,  for  feveral  years,  of  an  almoft  continual 
pain  in  her  head  j  which  frequently  encre.afes  to  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  degree,  as  to  deprive  her  of  her  reft,  caufe  a  fever, 
and  even  prevent  the  regular  return  of  her  menfes.  She 
does  not' recoil  ecft  to 'have  ever  received  any  blow  on  her 
head,  yet,  on  examining  a  particular  part,  which  fhe 
points  out  to  you,  you  perceive  a  llight  cedematous  fwell- 
ing,  'ion  prefiing  which  with  your  finger,  the  pain  be¬ 
comes  more  violent.  What  is  the  caufe  of  this  diforder; 
and  how  ii  it  to  be  remedied  ? 


/ 

S  W  E 


R. 


I  7'  is  not  impoftibfe  that  the  cefiation  of  the  menfes 
may  have  occafioned  this  difordcr;  but  it  is  certain  that 
there  is  a  local  defect  in  this  part,  fince  it  is  cedematous  ; 
whence  I  conclude,  that  the  aponeurotic  expanfion  is  cer¬ 
tainly  difordered,  and  perhaps  the  pericranium  itfeif,  in 
th  is. pi  ace.  ^ 

*  The  only  way  to  remove  this  complaint,  is  to  make  a 
crucial  incifion  on  the  cedematous  fv/eiling,  and  lay  bare 
the  bone,  as  for  the  operation  of  the  trepan.  I  have  fre^^ 
tpiently  known,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  the  pains  entirely 
ceafe  as  foon  as  the  wound  was  in  a  ft  ate  of  fuppuration^ 
The  bone  exfoliates  afterwards,  either  fenfibly  or  infen- 
fibly. 


This  diforder  might,  in  time,  became  very  confidera- 
hie;  for  the  fluid  which  is  filtrated  under  the  pericraRium, 
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or  rather  the  aponeurotic  covering  of  the  cranium  might 
vitiate  thefe  parts  fufficiently  to  occafion  a  putrefadlion 
there ;  and'  in  this  cafe  the  fkull  would  certainly  become 
carious. 

I  H  A  V  E  frequently  known  thefe  local  pains  occafioned 
.by  a  caries  of  the  fkull ;  and  in  this  cafe  there  is  probably 
'a  virus  of  fome  kind  or  other,  which  has  occafioned  this 
caries.  If  we  can  determine  the  nature  and  kind  of  it, 
we  fhould  ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  corredi:  it  inde- 
pendantly  of  the  local  diforder,  otherwife  it  will  encreafc 
more  and  more.  If,  after  having  made  the  incifion,  as 
recommended  above,  we  find  the  fkull  carious,  and  that 
the  caries  has  penetrated  entirely  through  its  furface,  we 
/hould  try  to  procure  an  exfoliation  of  the  carious  parts 
by  the  rules  of  art ;  and  perhaps  it  may  be  even  neceffary 
to  perform  the  operation  of  the  trepan.  The  fize  and 
depth  of  the  caries  will  determine  the  neceflity  of  attempt¬ 
ing  this  or  not. 


Violent  Pains  in  making  Water. 

A  Middle-aged  man  was  attacked,  about  four 
years  ago,  with  an  inability  to  make  water,  tho' 
he  had  the  greatefl  inclination  for  it.  He  took  fome  diu¬ 
retic  medicines  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  three  days,  the  urine, 
feconded  by  his  endeavours,  difcharged  itfelf  with  great 
violence.  He  infills  upon  it  that  he  has  frequently  voided 
gravel,  yet  he  voided  none  at  this  time,  nor  has  he  fince 
voided  any.  About  a  month  after,  he  felt,  between  the 
teflicles  and  anus,  towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain,  which  hindered  his  walking,  and  he  made 


bloody  water.  The  pain,  by  degrees,  became  more  vick 
lent,  and  at  length  was  almoO:  infupportable,  in  fpite  of 
al-1  remedies  ;  fuch  as  warm-bathing,  bleeding,  diuretics, 
oily  emulfions,  &c.  He  continued  to  make  water,  with 
great  {training,  either  lying  or  landing  ;  and  his  penis 
became  diflended  and  very  hard.  His  urine,  at  firft,  was 
thick,  whitifh,  and  left  a  while  fedimen-t  at  the  bottom 
of  the  chamber-pot ;  and,,  after  feme  time,  it  was  very 
ropy  and  full  of  a  flimy  matter,  and  the  patient  could  nei¬ 
ther  walk,  nor  be  moved,  without  the  utmoft  torture. 
What  is  your  opinion  of  this  diforder  ? 


A  N  S  W  E  R. 

ALL  thefe  fymptoms  indicate  a  {lone  in  the  urethra, 
betwixt  its  bulb  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  pa¬ 
tient  has  frequently  voided  gravel,  and  it  is  very  likely 
that  it  was  this  gravel  fixed  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
which  occafioned  the  firfl  difficulty  of  making  water. 
This  gravel  being  difengaged  from  its  place  of  confine- 
jnent,  the  urine  mull  naturally  ifTac  forth  with  impetu- 
ofity ;  but  if  it  remained  entangled  in  the  membranous 
part  of  the  urethra,,  fome  fliarp  point  of  this  gravel  has 
caufed  an  excoriation  from  whence  the  blood  proceeds 
which  is  difeharged  with  the  urine.  LTis  gravel  partly 
{lopping  the  paflage,  is  the  occafion  of  the  patient’s  being 
obliged  to  redouble  his  ilraining  ;  and  the  eredlion  aai-d 
extenfion  of  the  penis  is  owing  to  the  irritation  caufed  by 
its  {harp  points.  The  continual  irritation  of  the  urinary 
canal  communicating  itfelf  to  the  bladder,  the  urine  muft 
alfo  be  affeOled  by  it.  Thefe  accidents  will  cncreafe 
every  day,  becaufe  what  is  at  prefent  gravel  will  in  time 
become  a  flone,  which  becoming  larger,  will,  perhaps,  be 
elongated,  and  partly  flop  up  the  neck  of  the  bladder ; 

befidcc. 
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be-fiJcs,  It  is  Impoflible  to  tell  whether  there  are  not  more 
gravel  or  flones  in  the  bladder  itfelf,  fince  the  patient  has 
never  voided  any  fince  the  firfl:  attack  of  this  diforder. 

W  HEN  there  is  a  ftone  in  the  cavity  of  the  bladder, 
the  urine  is  almoU:  always  ropy,  as  it  is  in  the  prefent 
cafe.  The  introdudlion  of  the  found  will  determine  the 
nature  of  the  diforder^  and  I  queftion  whether  it  will  not 
meet  with  a  ftone  which  will  obftrudl  its  pall'age  into  the 
bladder.. 

The  Sequel  oe  the  Disease. 

^  I  HAVE  fearched  the  patient,  and  felt  a  flone  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  which  obftrudled  the  paflage  of  the 
found  into  the  bladder.  The  propriety  of  attempting  an 
operation  to  extract  it  will  admit  of  no  doubt,  fince  it  is 
too  large  to  be  difeharged  through  the  urethra.  What 
are  the  intentions  to  be  particularly  regarded  in  performing 
this  operation  f 


ANSWER. 

I 

THE  fame  operation  mull  be  performed  which  Is  pre-^ 
feribed  by  Lc  Dran  in  his  Treatife  of  Operations  ;  and, 
after  having  extracted  the  Rone,  it  is  neceflary  to  intro^ 
duce  the  found,  to  examine  whether  there  is  not  another 
Rone  remaining  in  the  bladder ;  and,  if  there  is,  to  extradl: 
it  immediately  ;  for  it  would  be  a  terrible  circumftance  to 
the  patient  to  be  obliged  to  undergo  another  operation. 

There  is  great  rcafon  to  fear  that  the  wound  will 
become  fiRulous,  through  the  dilatation  the  Rone  ha^ 
in  that  part  of  the  urethra  where  it  was  lodged  j 

F  ^  and 
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and  this  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  furgeoii’s  fault.  A  re¬ 
markable  inftance  of  this  kind  is  to  be  met  with  in  Le 
Lran’s  Cafes  of  Surgery. 

If  the  ftone  fhould  be  elongated  quite  into  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  as  I  have  feen  in  a  fimilar  inftance,  the  pa¬ 
tient  may  be  troubled  with  an  incontinency  of  urine  for  a 
confiderable  time  after  the  wound  is  cured ;  and  it  muft 
depend  on  nature  alone  to  contradl  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  furgery  being  incapable  of  doing  any  fervice  here  5 
and  the  wound  may  remain  iiftulous  alfo,  if  nature  does 
not  clofe  it  up  itfelf.  As  it  was  by  degrees  only  that  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  fulFered  a  dilatation,  fo  it  is  by  infen- 
fible  degrees  only  that  it  can  be  contradled  ;  and  hence  an 
incontinence  of  urine  muft  remain  for  fome  time  after  the 
cure. 


A  Caries  of  the  Os  Femoris. 

Am  AN,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  to  appearance  in 
a  good  ftate  of  health,  as  well  as  his  wife,  per¬ 
ceived,  about  two  years  ago,  a  flat  fwelling  on  the  polle- 
rior  and  inferior  part  of  his  thigh  5  which,  from  its  fir® 
appearance,  has  frequently  almofl:  difappeared.  This  tu¬ 
mour  was  rather  large  and  long,  but  little  elevated,  very 
little  painful,  and  did  not  in  the  leaft  difcolour  the  fkin  ; 
and  feemed  to  include  all  the  mufcles  of  the  inferior  and 
poflerior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  tumour  appeared  again 
t  iree  weeks  fince;  and,  by  prefling  it  with  my  finger,  I 
felt  a  veryfenfible  fluctuation  of  matter  rather  towards  the. 
internal  than  external  fide.  The  jnattcr  was  formed  with¬ 
out  pain,  fo  that  the  tumour  does  not  come  under  the  de- 

* 

nomination  of  a  phlegmon* 
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I  MADE  an  incifion,  about  four  inches  long,  in  the 
moft  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  and  difcharged  a 
quantity  of  ferous  ftinking  matter.  On  introducing  my 
finger  into  the  cavity,  I  felt  the  pofterior  part  of  the  os 
femoris  diyefted  of  its  periofteum,  and  carious  ;  and  the 
teguments  of  the  internal  part  of  the  thigh  thickened  : 
but  the  aponeurotic  expanfion  of  the  fafcia  lata,  as  well  as 
fome  membranes,  were  quite  found. 

O  N  queftioning  the  patient,  with  refpe^l:  to  his  way  ,of 
Jiving,  he  aflured  me  he  never  had  any  other  fymptoms  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  than  fome  gonorrhoeas,  which  were 
cured  more  than  ten  years  ago.  What  is  your  opinion  of 
this  abfcefs  ? 

ANSWER.  ' 

THE  alternate  appearance  and  difappearance  of  the 
tumour,  its  indojence,  and  the  few  accidents  which  ac¬ 
companied  the  formation  of  the  matter,  and  the  caries  of 
the  bone,  give  reafon  to  imagine  that  it  is  owing  to  a  ve¬ 
nereal  .caufe.  Having  already  made  a  proper  opening  in 
the  tumour,  you  muft  continue  to  drefs  it  according  to 
the  rules  of  art  ^  and  the  fequel  will  confirm  or  invalidate 
the  well-grounded  fufpicion  of  its  being  venereal.  Thus 
we  muft  acft,  in  this  cafe,  entirely  as  circumftances  may 
indicate. 

The  Sequel  of  the  Disease,  and  Surgeon’s 

■  Answer. 

AT  the  end  of  fixteen  days,  from  the  opening  of  the 
tumour,  there  appeared  an  exoftofis  on  all  the  anterior  part 
of  the  os  femoris,  which  greatly  encreafcd  in  a  few  days. 

Having 

.  CT 
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Having  now  no  doubt  of  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  I  treated 
the  patient  accordingly. 

H  AVING  prepared  the  patient  in  the  ufual  manner,  I 
adminiftered  the  mercurial  fridfions.  After  the  fourth 
friction,  the  exoftofis  began  to  Icll'en  ;  and,  by  the  tenth, 
entirely  difappeared  :  notwithftanding  which  I  continued 
the  ufe  of  the  fridlions,  though  at  greater  intervals,  for  fix 
weeks  longer ;  being  peiTuadcd,  that  it  is  more  difficult 
to  extirpate  the  venereal  virus,  when  lodged  in  the  texture 
of  the  bones,  than  in  the  foft  parts.  During  this  treat-^ 
ment,  the  caries  of  the  os  femoris  exfoliated  infenfibly, 
and  the  wound  healed  in  about  feven  weeks  from  the 
opening  of  the  abfeefs.  , 

REMARK. 

WHAT  a  variety  of  diforders  owe  their  origin  to  a 
(Venereal  caufe,  where  there  is  not  even  the  leaft  room  for 
a  fufpicion  of  that  fort !  The  tumour  of  the  thigh  was  of 
this  kind.  The  difappearance  of  the  exoftofis,  and  the 
infenfible  exfoliation  of  the  carious  bone,  are  fuificient 
proofs  thereof. 

*Tis  thus  we  freqnently  obferve  the  venereal  taint  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  cenftitution  for  feveral  years*.  How  many 
difeafes,  which  appear  fimple,  fail  being  cured  ;  owing  to 
their  being  complicated  with  this  virus,  which  hitherto 
has  not  manifefred  its  prefence  by  any  one  of  its  characr 
^teriflic  fymptoms  ! 


A  Frac-? 
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A  Fradlured  Rib,  attended  with  an 

Emphyfema, 

Ay  O  U  N  G  lady,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
rather  inclining  to  be  jolly,  received  a  blow  on  her 
left  fide,  from  the  kick  of  an  horfe,  on  the  middle  of  the 
fixth  true  rib.  'Fhe  lady  fainted  ;  and,  on  recovering  from 
her  fwoon,  was  attacked  with  a  violent  coup-h,  attended 
with  a  great  opprefhon  and  fpittingof  clear  blood.  A  fur- 
geon  immediately  bled  her ;  but  a  fever  came  on,  and  in 
two  hours  time  an  emphyfematous  rwelling  extended  itfelf 
•from  the  clavicles  quite  to  the  groin.  There  was  no 
other  appearance  on  the  part  which  received  the  blow, 
than  a  very  fmall  black  fpot,  and  a  very  llight  contiifion, 
without  any  external  wound.  What  is  the  nature  of  this 
diforder  !  What  is  the  occafion  of  the  cough  and  fpitting 
of  blood  ?  Whence  proceeds  the  emphyfema  ?  and  what 
heps  ought  to  be  taken  to  remedy  thefe  accidents  ? 

A  N  S  W  E  R. 

ft 

THE  black  mark  which  indicates  the  contufed  part,  be¬ 
ing  but  of  a  fmall  compafs,  is  a  certain  proof  that  the  blow 
was  given  by  the  edge  of  the  horfe’s  fli  ;  and  that  the  rib 
is  fractured. — If  you  attempt  to  bend  an  hoop  in  a  con¬ 
trary  direction  to  its  bent,  as  if  you  would  hraighten  it, 
it  will  break,  but  not  fmoothly,  and  generally  leaves  on 
the  Infide  a  fplinter,  which  hands  upright. - It  is  fre¬ 

quently  the  fame  with  the  ribs,  on  account  of  their  foft- 
nel's  and  crooked  ihape.  Thus  a  i'plinter  has  probably 
pierced  the  pleura,  and  wounded  the  external  coat  of  the 
lu.ngs.  it  is  from  this  circumftance  alone  that  the  op- 

prelnoii, 
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prellion,  cough,  fpitting  of  blood,  cmphyfema  and  fevc# 
can  be  accounted  for ;  becaufe  an  irritation  and  a  cough 
mufl  happen  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  wound  of  the 
lungs ;  for  the  blood  which  Comes  frorfi  the  lacerated 
veflels  of  this  internal  wound,  cannot  ftay  in  the  bron¬ 
chia;  but  palling  from  bronchia  to  bronchia,  till  it 
comes  into  the  laryna,  muft  be  thrown  out  by  coughing. 
The  greateft  part  of  air  which  is  received  in  infpiration  is 
thrown  out  by  expiration ;  but  a  fmall  part  thereof  mak¬ 
ing  its  exit  through  the  wound  of  the  lungs,  pafTes 
through  tho  wound  of  the  pleura  and  intercoftal  mufcles  ; 
then  lofing  itfelf  in  the  veficles  of  the  cellular  membrane, 
caufes  an  emphyfema,  which  continually  encreafes,  and 
\will  encreafe  ilill  further,  if  its  progrefs  is  not  put  a  flop 
to. 

There  are  three  curative  indications  to  fulfil.  The 
firft  is,  to  flop  the  further  progrefs  of  the  emphyfema ; 
being  certain  that  it  will  difperfe  as  foon  as  the  paflage  of 
the  air,  which  is  furnifhed  by  the  wound  of  the  lungs  and 
intercoftal  mufcles,  is  flopped  up.  The  fecond  is,  to 
raife,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  middle  of  the  fradfured  rib. 
The  third  is,  to  corredt  the  other  accidents. 

The  fradlure  of  the  rib  being  the  caufe  of  the  other 
accidents,  it  feems  reafonable,  that  we  ihould  immedi¬ 
ately  endeavour  to  reduce  it,  by  making  according  to  rule, 
a  compreffion  on  both  its  extremities  ;  but  the  emphy¬ 
fema  prevents  our  doing  this  ;  and,  as  it  encreafes,  will 
ftill  hinder  us  more  :  therefore  we  muft  firft  begin  by 
flopping  up  the  paffage  of  the  air.  To  effedf  this,  dip  a 
large  piece  of  linen  in  the  white  of  an  egg  beat  up  with 
a  little  fait  and  water,  and  fold  it  into  the  fhape-  of  a 
fquare  compreis,  about  three  inches  long  and  two  inches 

thick  ; 
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thick  ;  then  fqiieeze  it  out,  that  it  may  the  foorrer  grow 
hard.  Place  this  comprefs  on  the  black  fpot  which  covers 
the  fra<5Iure  of  the  rib,  and  fix  it  therewith  three  or  four 
turns  of  a  roller  of  the  fame  breadth  with  the  comprefs. 
There  can  be  no  danger  of  binding  it  too  tight,  becaufe 
the  air,  being  forced  by  the  compreflion  into  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  veficles  of  the  cellular  membrane,  will  foon  ren¬ 
der  it  loofe.  It  is  efientially  necelTary,  in  applying  this 
bandage,  to  be  careful  not  to  prefs  on  the  breaft.  In 
about  twenty-four  hours,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  fe- 
veral  plaits  behind  and  before  in  the  bandage,  according 
as  the  turns  thereof  fliall  become  loofe  by  the  diminution 
of  the  emphyfema  ;  doing  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
comprefs  may  ftiil  keep  its  firfl  fituation,  and  exert  its 
prefiure  on  the  fame  particular  fpot. 

Th^re  can  be  no  reafon  to  apprehend  the  farther 
depreflion  of  the  fradlured  rib,  becaufe  the  two  next  ribs 
will  not  permit  it  on  account  of  the  fize  of  the  com¬ 
prefs  above  diredled,  which  will  bear  on  them  when  the 
emphyfema  is  difperfed  by  the  comprellion.  By  obferv- 
ing  thefe  precautions,  there  is  reafon  to  think  the  em¬ 
phyfema  will  be  difperfed  in  about  twenty-four  hours, 
as  1  have  known  it  do  feverai  times  in  cafes  of  this 
kind. 

t 

When  it  is  entirely  difperfed,  we  mull  think  about 

_  0 

raifmg  the  fradtured  parts  of  the  rib.  This  is  not  to  be 
done  by  extenfion,  as  in  fradfures  of  the  extremities.  A 
comprefs,  about  two  inches  thick,  and  three  inches  in 
length  and  breadth,  muff  be  placed  on  each  extremity 
of  the  fradlured  rib,  and  principally  on  the  fore  part  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  direction  of  the  ribs)  W’hich  is  to  be  kept 
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on  by  feveral  turns  of  a -roller,  which  are  to  be  fewed 
gether,  to  prevent  its  getting  out  of  its  place.  Thefe 
two  comprefTes  preihng  on  the  ends  of  the  fradlured  rib,- 
muft,  by  degrees,  raife  up  the  middle  part  which  is  frac¬ 
tured,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  middle  of  the  half  of 
an  hoop,  funk  in  by  being  bent  contrary  to  its  natural 
diredlion,  will  be  raifed  by  bringing  the  two  ends  nearer 
each  other,  according  to  its  natural  bent. 

T  o  prevent  the  return  of  the  emphyfema,  before  ap¬ 
plying  the  roller,  we  fhould  place  on  the  fradlure  a  com- 
prefs  of  the  fame  hze  as  at  hrft  diredled,  but  not  quite  fo 
thick. 

Phlebotomy  Ihould  not  be  ufed  fparingly.  The 
patient  muft  obferve  a  fparing  and  flridl;  diet ;  and  thefe 
two  points,  according  to  the  increafe  or'decreafe  of  the 
fymptoms,  are  all  that  it  is  necelTary  to  prefcribe,  to  fulfil 
the  third  indication. 

Na  TURE  alone  will  infenfibly  heal  the  wound  in  the 
lungs  and  intercoftal  mufcles,  vt^hen  the  point  of  the  frac¬ 
tured  rib  no’  longer  caufes  an  irritation  there.  The  rib 

O 

will  be,  at  leafl,  a  month  in  uniting  ;  for  its  fradture,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  other  fpongy  bones,  will  unite  more  rea¬ 
dily  than  bones  of  a  lefs  fpongy  fabftance,  and  much 
fooner  than  thofe  bones  which  are  very  hard. 

Aft  ER  the  expiration  of  a  few  days,  the  fquare  com- 
prefs,  which  was  placed  on  the  fradfured  part,  may  be 
taken  away. 

T H  E  embrocations  that  are  ufually  applied  to  other 
'Contufions,  cannot  be  ufed  in  this  cafe,  on  account  of  the 
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bandage,  which  muft  not  be  removed  ;  yet  the  contu- 
fion  will  be  equally  difperfed,  though  not  in  fo  fhort  a 
time. 

The  above  cafes  are  extracted  from  a  new  work  of  Mr. 
Le  Dran’s,  lately  publiflied  in  France ;  which  has 
jiever  yet  been  tranflated  into  the  Englilh  language. 


O  2 


O  M 


t  44  ] 


r  ■  ......  ,  . 

'  O  N 

«  • 

ponfumptive  Diforders, 

% 

I.  y%  SLOW  chronic  fever,  which  encreafes  aftei? 

eating,  with  a  quick,  hard,  and  foinetimes  fmall 
pulfe,  accompanied  with  a  wafting  away  of  the  whole 
body  ;  ’till,  by  degrees,  it  arrives  at  the  greateft  poflible 
degree  of  leannefs,  is  called  an  Hecftic  Fever, 

2.  The  antient  Greek  writers  on  medicine  make  ufe 
of  no  fuch  word  as  an  Hedfic  Fever  ;  yet  this  difeafe  was 
known  by  Hippocrates,  and  defcribed  by  him  (/?)  and 
others  [b)  under  the  name  of  a  Chronic,  obfcure,  fmall 
Fever;  a  Tabes,  and  Marafmus.  Celfus  (r),  after  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  has  defcribed  this  diftemper  more  accurately  un¬ 
der  the  fame  title  ;  but  Galen  [d)  has  delineated  it  ftill 
more  accurately,  being  the  firft  who  called  it  an  He61:ic 
Fever  [e)  ;  a  name  which  has  been  ever  fmce  teligioufly 
preferved  by  the  profeflbrs  of  the  healing  art. 

3.  Persons  of  a  thin  ha]>it  of  body,  whofe  mufcular 
flefh  is  flaccid  and  very  tender,  of  a  tall  ftature,  of  a  fair 
and  rofy  complexion,  and  who,  in  their  childhood,  have 


(rf')  Lib.  de  intern.  afFeift.  Faef.  p.  536,  et  ubi  agit  de  fignis  fiippuratorum 
in  progn.  1.  ii.  p.  42. 

(i-)  Aretasus  morb.  dfut.  I.  i,  c.  8  and  9,  Aurel.morb.  cbrcn.  I.  ill.  c.  7. 
(t)  Lib.  iii.  ch,  22.  (a)  De  Febre.  1  i.  c.  ii. 

(e)  Ab  eIk*  habitus,  quia  in  habitu  corporis,  i,  e.  in  paitibus  folidis  figi- 
tur.  Galen  de  lebribus,  1.  i,  c.  jz, 
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beqn  fubje^l  to  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  are  moR  fubje£t  to 
tjiis  difeafe  {/)• 

Persons  are  chiefly  afFedled  by  this  difeafe  between 
their  eighteenth  and  thirty-fifth  year  of  age  (g), 

4,  An  heat  a.Iwa-y.s  attends,  accornpanied  with  an  hard> 
quick,  trembling  pulfe  (^),  which  heat  encreafes  always 
after  eating ;  and  the  pulfe  becomes  harder,  quicker,  and 

‘  inox:e  full.  The  whole  face,  the  cheeks  efpecially,  look 
red  ;  and,  together  with  the  palms  of  the  hands,  have  a 
troublefome  fenfe  of  heat ;  but,  as  foon  as  digeftion  is 
performed,  they  return  to  their  former  Rate.  On  touch¬ 
ing  the  patient,  you  perceive  a  moderate  heat ;  but  if 
you  continue  the  touch  for  a  fmall  time  together,  it  be-* 
comes  more  violent  and  more  fenfible.  The  fkin  is  tenfc 
^nd  dry  j  the  body  flaccid  and  weak,  with  a  kind  of 
languor ;  frequently  a  great  appetite,  coftivenefs,  and 
the  iiriiie  like  that  of  peribns  in  health.  The  patient  will 
fcarcely  own  himfelf  fick.  This  is  the  firfl:  Rage  of  an 
Hedfic  Fever. 

5.  As  the  difeafe  advances,  the  fkin  becomes  more  tenfe 
^nd  dry  ;  the  pulfe  is  hard  and  tenfe,  yet  much  weaker  9 
the  urine  is  reddifh,  and  affords  a  fediment,  and  an  oil 
fwims  on  it  like  cobwebs  j  the  fleep  is  not  refrefhing  ;  the 
body  waftes,  and  frequently  the  fymptoms  of  a  phthifis 
puimonaiis  appear.  In  this  Rage,  the  difeafe,  'for  the 

^f)  eo  tempore  In  nobi«.  fumma  gracilltas  et  jnfirmitas  corpoiis,  pro- 

ccrurrj  et  tenue  colluin  5  qui  habitus,  et  qua?  figura,  non  procul  abefie  putatur 
■  '  .  .  '■* 
a  vitae  periculo,  fi  accedat  labor,  et  laterum  magna  contentio.  Cicero  de  clar* 

crater,  in  Bruto. 

Hippocrates  Aphor.  ix,  1.  5.  ' 

(b)  Galeii  dc  prefag.  ex  pulUbus,  c.  4, 
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moft  part,  puts  on  the  appearance  of  an  intermitting  fever  ; 
cfpecially  if  it  takes  its  rife  from  the  abforption  of  puru¬ 
lent  matter ;  beginning  in  the  evening  with  a  chillnefs 
and  fhaking,  advancing  with  a  fenfe  of  heat  and  an  en- 
creafe  of  the  fymptoms,  and  terminating  at  the  dawn  of 
day  by  vifcid  and  profufe  fweats,  which  feem  to  free  the 
fick  perfon  from  all  his  complaints  ;  whence  he  entertains 
falfe  hopes  of  his  recovery, 

6.  In  the  fecond  ftage,  befides  the  fymptoms  already 
enumerated,  others  are  met  with  common  to  difeafed  vi- 
fcera  ;  as  in  the  phthifis  pulmonalis  ,  a  dry  cough  in  the 
beginning,  hoarfenefs,  dull  pain  and  fenfe  of  weight  in 
the  thorax,  fhortnefs  of  breath,  fpitting  of  blood,  and  of 
a  purulent,  vifcid,  foetid  matter.  See,  If  it  arifes  from 
fehirrous  glands  in  the  mefentery,  it  is  marked  by  griping 
pains,  fwelling  of  the  belly,  coftivenefs,  fometimes  a  lien- 
tery  or  colliquative  diarrhoea.  If  the  diforder  is  in  the 
liver,  it  is  known  by  the  tumour  of  the  hypochondria^ 
yellow  colour.  See, 

\  I 

7.  The  third  and  lafl  flage  (the  marafmus  of  the 
Greeks)  is  diilinguiflied  by  thefe  marks  ;  a  cafl-down 
countenance,  eyes  hollow,  and  loaded  with  a  dry  filth  ;  a 
projedlion  of  the  neighbouring  bones;  the  eye-lids  can 
fcarcely  be  kept  open,  and  are  frequently  winking  like  a 
fleepy  perfon  (/) ;  the  fkin  of  the  forehead  dry,  hard,  and 
Ilretched ;  the  temples  collapfed,  and  very  hollow ;  the 
carunculse  lachrymales,  and  lips,  pale;  the  nofirils  pinched 
in,  and  fharp  at  the  point ;  the  face  yellowifii,  and  has 
entirely  loft  its  colour ;  the  hair  falls  off ;  the  hypochon- 

(!)  Gillen,  Lib*  de  Marafmo,  tom.  vli,  p,  439.  Palpebrae  facriiicantium 
|imiles,  an  non  potius  dormitantium.  In  eodem  cafu  ha?c  palpebrarum  conni- 
fentia  per  verbum  iliud  a  Galeno  expriipjtur, 
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'dria  fuffer  frequent  convulfive  motions  ;  and  the  body  is  ib 
extenuated  that  the  extremities  of  the  bones  may  be  per¬ 
ceived  every  where,  and  feem  only  to  be  covered  with  the 
(kin,  which  is  dry,  like  an  hide  ;  the  pulfe  is  very  hard, 
weak  and  quick;  the  animal  fundtions  languifh;  the  nails 
grow  crooked  and  black;  a  colliquative  diarrhoea,  diabetes, 
and  profufe  night-fweats,  come  on;  iflues  and  ulcers  afford 
a  difcharge  no  longer,  but  dry  up;  an  itching,  and  watery 
puftules  apearon  the  fkin  ;  a  fwelling  of  the  feet  at  night, 
an  univerfal  coldnefs  and  weaknefs,  proclaim,  death  at 
-hand,  and  the  patient  dies  convulfed. 

8.  The  remote  caufes  of  an  heclic  fever  are  many  and 
various.  It  is  frequently  brought  on  by  the  abufe  of  the 
non-naturals  ;  as,  from  inordinate  paflions  of  the  mind  i 
viz.  continual  grief,  anger,  watching,  a  fedentary  life, 

■  and  too  much  bent  on  Iludy;  by  drinking  fpirituous  ii- 
^  quors ;  a  moift  air;  or  vifcid  and  glutinous  food  (k) 
whence  the  ftomach  and  concodlive  faculties  are  depraved ; 
digeftion  is  badly  performed  ;  and  a  crude  chyle,  impro¬ 
per  for  the  nourifiiment  of  the  body,  is  carried  into  the 
■circulation,  fouls  the  humours,  and  weakens  the  folids. 

*  9.  Too  great  evacuations  by  ftool,  fweat,  or  urine, 

may  occafion  an  he6lic  fever;  hcemorrhages  from  the 
anus,  nofe,  or  uterus,  &c.  too  great  a  wailie  of  femen, 
whence  the  tabes  dorfalis,  the  fluor  albus,  an  evacuation 
of  matter ;  or  ichor,  from  iffues,  ulcers,  $cc.  draftic 
purges  (/),  which,  by  evacuating  the  nutritious  juice  and 

(k)  Fore(}.  Obu  1.  iv.  Obf.  2  et3.  Mifcel.  cur.  Acad.  N.  Dec.  2  An,  7, 
O.  120,  Hoffman,  Med.  Pvat.  tom.ii.  c.  13.  Obf.  1,4,  7,  10.  ibid.  tom. 
iv.  p.  4.  O.  II,  See. 

(/)  Pvtifcel.  cur.  D-c.  2d,  ap,  i.  O,.  109.  Kofdman,  Med.  Rat.  tom.  Iv, 
p.  4.  c.  11.  O.  10.  Morton  Phthiftolcg.  p.  31,  39,  41,  43,  55,  58,  401, 
i  Hippocrates  de  Motb,  1.  2, 
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.impovenfliing  the  blood,  leflen  the  ftrength  and  elaftidty^ 
of  the  folids,  and  render  the  fluids  acrimonious  and  dif“ 
pofed  to  produce  obftrudions. 

i 

10*  It  may  alfo  arife  from  a  fuppreflion  of  the  nathrat 
evacuations;  as,  the  menfes,  hoemorrhoids,  fluor  albus, 
fweat  from  the  hands  or  feet,  the  ftriking  in  of  an  itchy 
humour,  the  drying  up  of  iffues  or  old  ulcers,  or  from  pre¬ 
ceding  difeafes ;  viz.  the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  king’s  evil, 
xickets,  &c.  (w) :  for  thus  impure  vitiated  humours, 
defigned  for  excretion,  are  retained  in  the  conftitution, 
render  the  blood  acrimonious,  and  frequently  bring  on  an 
hedic  fever. 

11.  Matter  abforbed  from  fiftulous  ulcers,  large 
wounds,  or  fuppurated  vifeera,  endued  with  an  acrimonious 
quality  from  being  long  ftagnated,  dilTolves  the  blood  into 
a  putrid  mafs,  and  kindles  a  fever,  which  is  called  a  pu¬ 
rulent  hedfic  fever  (;?). 

12.  Continual  and  intermitting  fevers  fometimes 
produce  this  difeafe  by  debilitating  the  iolids  and  impo- 
verifliing  the  blood  (c). 

13.  Sometimes  it  ariies  from  fehirrous  or  feroph ulcus 
obllrudiions  of  the  mefentery  [p] ;  whence  theladteal  vef- 

(»2)  Mifcel.cur.  dec,  i.  an.  6,  O.  103  &  13S  j  dec.  ii.  an.  6,  0.88.  Mor. 
ton  Phthifiolog,  p.  aai,  283,  2,87,  292,  Hothnan  Med,  Rat.  tom.  iv.  p.  4. 
*1.  IX.  Obf.  3. 

{v)  Pa/Tim  apod  obfervatores, 

(c)  Mif.  cur.  dec.  ii.  an.  7.  O.  114.  Foreft  Obf.  1.  iii.  yxi.  I,  Iv.  O.  4 
ctg.  Merton,  L.C.  p.  305,336.  Hoffman  Conf.  Cent.  ii.  et  lil.  O.  1S2,  18  j. 

(7)  Mifc,  cur.  dec.  i.  an.  8.  O.  31.  Ibid.  dec.  ii.  an.  5.  obf.  65.  Adi. 
Fhyf  Med.  tom.  vii.  O.  87  Morton,  L.C.  p,  6:^  68.  Bontii.  Med.  in- 
dor.  c.  ii.  p.  74.  Fringie  Obf.  p.  6i. 
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fels  are  comprefTed,  and  the  palTage  of  the  chyle  into  the 
blood  hindered  |  from  which  proceeds  the  atrophy  of  chil¬ 
dren. 

/ 

14.  Since  the  hecftic  fever  has  fo  many  different 

caufes,  it  feems  difficult  to  eftablifh  any  proximate  caufe. 
i  fhall  therefore  only  endeavour  to  reduce  it  into  fome 
daffies,  that  the  nature  of  this  diftemper  may  be  known  as 
well  as  poffible.  Firft,  The  moft  fimple  idea  of  an  hec¬ 
tic  feems  to  confift  in  a  lefs  firm  crafis  of  the  folids,  with 
an  univerfal  "want  of  tone  in  the  fibres,  accompanied  with 
a  fever  after  eating,  particularly  vifcid  food,  which  is  en- 
creafed  by  bad  digeftion,  or  exercife.  This  ftate  maybe 
properly  cl:alled  an  heftic  difpofition.  Sometimes  the  intef- 
tinal  canal  is  particularly  affeded. — The  fecond  clafs  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  depraved  ffiate  of  the  blood,  inclining  fome- 
times  to  acrimony,  fometimes  to  a  diflblved  ftate,  and  with 
too  great  an  irritability  of  the  folids  comprehends  the  no¬ 
tion  of  an  hedic  idiopathy.— - The  third  clafs  is  fym- 

ptomatical,  and  arifes  from  an  abforption  of  purulent  mat¬ 
ter, 

15.  The  laft  clafs  is  moft  frequently  met  with;  fo 
that  many  of  the  moderns  are  of  opinion  that  the  hedic 
fever  is  fecoridary,  and  always  arifes  from  fome  obftruc- 
tion  or  abfcefs  of  the  vifcera.  Indeed  it  appears,  from 
many  obfervations,  that  on  opening  hedic  bodies,  fome 
of  the  vifcera  have  been  found  fchirrous,  or  full  of  obftruc- 
tions  (y)  :  yet  it  can  fcarceiy  be  aliov/ed  that  the  hedic 

fever 

(^)  A  youth,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  was  attacked  with  an  hefliq 
Lver,  a  purulent  fpitting,  and  remarkable  fwelling  of  the  hypochondria,  frorti 
an  abfc.fs  on  his  Ihcukier  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  being  reduced  to  almofl:  no¬ 
thing  but  ikin  and  boue,  was  furfocated  from  a  pulmonary  haemorrhage.  I  was 
prefent  at  the  opening  of  this  body.  A  long  narrow  pafiage  was  found  leading 
from  the  abfcefs  which  opened  into  the  tliorax.  The  lobe  of  the  lungs  on  this 
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fever  is  never  a  primary  difeafe ;  for  many  careful 
quirers  have  obferved  this  difeafe  produced  by  grief :  be» 
fides,  it  is  very  likely  that  an  hedtic,  in  its  laft  ftagc', 
might  vitiate  the  vifcera  :  and  Bennet,  who  laboured  un¬ 
der  this  difeafe  himfelf,  fays,  in  his  Theatr.  Tabidorumy 
An  hedtic  fever,  without  any  corruption  of  the  lungs 
or  vifcera,  coming  on  by  flow  degrees,  frequently  at- 
tacks  the  Englifh  ;  and,  unlefs,  at  the  very  firft,  pra- 
per  remedies  are  made  ufe  of,  which  feldom  happens, 
is  mortal  (r).  Therefore  we  fhould  be  careful  not  to 
*  reckon  the  efFedts  of  thrs  dihemper  amongft  its  produc- 
ino;  caufes,” 

o 

THE  REASON  OF  THE  SYMPTOMS. 

l6.  THE  heat  is  encreafed  after  eating,  on  account  of 
a  crude  chyle,  which  entering  the  blood',  irritates  the 
heart  and  vafcular  fydem  into  more  frequent  and  flronger 
contradtions  than  ufual  ;  befides,  the  heat  of  the  body  is 
encreafed,  and  the  pulfe  becomes  quicker,  as  often  as  the 
flomach  (efpecially  when  weak)  is  loaded  with  food. 

After  digeftion,  the  heat  is  lefs,  becaufethe  ftomach 
is  then  difcbarged  from  its  load,  and  the  chyle,  by  re¬ 
peated  circulation,  is  becoine  mmre  homogenous  with  the 
blood. 

fitle  was  fcarcely  the  fizc  of  a  man’s  fill,  and  Us  furfacc  was  wetted  over  with 
a  great  deal  of  matter.  Th'e  lungs  on  the  other  fide,  weite  found,  but  of  a  blackil3i 
colour;  the  heart  flaccid  and  very  tender;  the  liver  not  fchirrous,  but  at  an 
harder  confitbence  and  a  j  rodigiona  fize,  weighing  fourteen  pounds ;  the  fpleen 
like  that  of  perfons  in  health  ;  the  glands  of  the  mefentery  enlarged  and  fehir- 
rous,  and  the  kidneys  lax. 

'I’hc  fame  hiUorics  are  met  with  in  Bonet  Sepukh,  Anat,  1.  2d,  4.  Adf. 
Fh,  Med.  vol.  iii.  Append,  p.  176,  Ibid,  yol.viii.  0.35  et  vol,  x.  O, 
Hildan.  Obf.  Cent,  i,  obf,  70. 

(r)  Page  9S, 
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The  quiclcnefs  of  the  puife  depends  either  on  the  en- 
Creafed  irritability  of  the  heart  and  blood  vefTels,  or  on  the 
acrimony  of  the  humours  perpetually  Simulating  the  heart, 
'rhe  fmallnefs  of  the  puife  depends  on  the  fmall  quantity 
of  blood  thrown  into  the  aorta  at  once,  for  the  fore¬ 
going  reafons.  A  tenfe  puife  is  occafioned  by  a  fpafm  of 
the  coats  of  the  artery ;  and  a  weak  puife  proceeds  from 
the  laxity  of  the  folids.  The  cheeks  and  palms  of  the 
hands  do  not  look  red  and  feel  hot  (for,  in  perfons  in 
health,, ,  they  have  a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  the  reS 
of  the  body)  from  the  free  paSage  of  the  blood  through 
tlie  lungs  being  hindered  by  the  vifcidity  of  the  chyle,  as 

is  the  opinion  of  fome  authors ;  for,  in  peripneumonic 

*  » 

cafes,  in  which  this  certainly  happens,  the  countenance 
is  of  a  crimfon  or  livid  colour,  not  of  a  lively  red,  as  in  a 
hectic  fever  ;  but  the  reafon  of  this  (ymptom  is  rather  to 
be  fought  for  from  tho  plenty  and  fuperiicial  fituation  of 
the  vedels  in  thefe  parts  (j)  ;  and  further  from  the  en- 
creafe  of  the  vibi'atory  motion  of  thefe  velTels,  occafioned 
by  the  acrimony  of  the  -fluids  pafTing  through  them. ' 

The  body  grows  weak  and  feeble  becaufe  the  chyle, 
w'hich  is  extracted  from  the  food,  through  the  weaknefs  of 
the  concodting  powers,  is  unfit  to  reftore  the  wafte  made 
in  the  conftitution  ;  the  fat,  which  is  of  a  lax  and  fpongy 
texture,  is  firfl  melted  down,  and  pafies  off  by  the  urine 
under  the  appearance  of  an  oily  pellicle.  The  eyes  appear 
hollow,  and  the  nails  crooked  from  the  confumption  of 
the  fat.  "I'he  fever  grows  worfe  at  night  ;  becauie,  even 
in  health,  the  velocity  of  the  puife  is  encreafed  every 
evening  ;  therefore,  in  feverifla  complaints,  the  fymptorns 
are  cxafperated  always  at  night.  A  phthifis  pulmonalis 
frequently  follovv^’s  an  hedfic  fever,  arifing  from  an  ulcer, 

WinHow,  Epcp-'/faion.  Anatom,  ds  Tcgitmea.  No.  19, 

H  i  IvO. 
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&c.  becaufe  the  matter  abforbed  by  the  veins  is  carried  in  ^ 
ftraight  road  to  the  heart,  -whence  it  firft  fixes  on  the  lungs  | 
where,  through  the  narrownefs  of  the  palTage,  it  meets 
with  fome  impediment,  and  prefently  vitiates  the  tender 
delicate  texture  of  this  vifcera.  In  the  purulent  hedlic, 
the  feverifh  paroxyfm  is  kindled,  to  drive  out  by  f^veat- 
ing,  thofe  putrid  particles  which  are  obnoxious  to  naturCo 
In  every  hedfic  the  fweats  are  principally  excited  at  night 
by  the  warmth  of  the  bed,  which  relaxes  the  fkin  and 
encreafes  the  fever.  The  diarrhoea,  diabetes  and  fweats, 
are  owing  to  the  crafis  of  the  fluids  being  in  fuch  a  dif- 
folved  flate,  and  fo  acrimonious,  that  they  cannot  be  re¬ 
tained  in  the  body.  The  fwelling  of  the  feet  arifes  from 
the  laxity  of  the  folids,  the  diflance  of  the  part  from  the 
heart,  and  the  extravafation  of  the  ferum  in  the  cellular 
membrane ;  it  is  obferved  in  the  evening,  from  the  eredl 
pofition  of  the  body  during  the  day  ;  and  difappears  in 
the  morning,  from  the  reclining  pofture  of  a  perfon  in 
bed.  The  fpitting,  and  difcharge  of  matter,  lefTens  from 
the  decay  of  the  vital  powers,  which  cannot  properly  per¬ 
form  the  ufual  fecretions, 

PROGNOSTIC. 

ly.  THE  hedlic  fever  is  always  dangerous  ;  but  that 
moft  dangerous  of  all  which  arifes  from  an  ulceration 
’Of  any  of  the  principal  vifcera  5  but,  if  the  difeafe  is  at¬ 
tacked  in  its  beginning,  and  not  fuffered  to  obtain  freih 
vigour  through  delay,  there  are  hopes  of  a  recovery  5 
but  in  the  third  flage,  attended  with  a  fwelling  of  the 
feet,  a  colliquative  diarrhcna,  and  an  hippocratic  counte¬ 
nance^  there  are  no  hppes  of  life. 
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METHOD  OF  CURE. 

18.  TEIE  curative  indications  are  :  Firft,  To  rcrhove 
the  primary  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  Secondly,  To  corr^dl 
the  acrimony  of  the  humours.  Thirdly,  T  o  moderate  the 
dangerous  fymptoms  :  and.  Fourthly,  To  reftbre  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient. 

19.  If  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  univerfal  relaxation^ 
pr  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach  and  intellihes ;  gentle  vbmitS', 
to  clean fe  the  flbmach ;  bitter  cathartics,  as  rhubarb, 
tindt.  facra. :  corroborants,  as,  tihdlura  rofar.  fed  port, 
cortex  Peruvian,  elixir  of  vitriol,  food  eafy  of  digeftion, 
and  exercife.  If  occafioned  by  a  fuppreflion  of  any  eva¬ 
cuation,  this  evacuation  muft  be  procured  by  proper  re¬ 
medies. 

If  from  an  abforption  of  purulent  matter,  acids  and 
antifeptics  are  of  fervice ;  fuch  as,  tar-water,  taken  to 
the  amount  of  a  pint  and  an  half  every  day ;  decodtions 
of  vulnerary  herbs  ;  viz.  colts-foot,  ground-ivy,  agrimo¬ 
ny,  cortex  peruv.  fpirit  of  vitriol,  an  acefeent  diet ;  na¬ 
tural  balfams,  as,  turpentines,  Locatellus’s  balfam,  &c. 
To  promote  a  difeharge  of  the  matter,  ifilies  and  fetons 
arc  recommended  by  the  beft  authors  (r), 

I 

If  from  the  drying  up  of  old  ulcers,  iflues  are  of  ufe 
near  that  part  from  whence  the  difeharge  proceeded  be¬ 
fore.  If  from  an  obitrudllon  in  the  mefeptery;  decodfions 
pf  the  aperient  herbs,  whey  medicated  with  them,  goats 

(r)  Hip.'oc.  de  Morb,  Mul.  1.  2d.  Celfus,  1,  iii,  c.  22,  Bennet.  Theat,- 
Tabid*  p,  74. 

whey, 
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whey,  neutral  falts,  mercurial  cathartics,  faponaceoug 
and  chalybeate  medicines,  friclions,  and  faponaceous 
plaifters  applied  to  the  abdomen,  anfwer  every  inten¬ 
tion. 


20.  Secondly,  The  acrimony  of  the  humours  is 
corrected  by  antifeptics ;  an  acefeent  and  mucilaginous 
diet ;  viz.  emulfions  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  decodtions  of 
marjfhmallows,  linfeeds,  llquorifh  roots,  gum  arable,  ifin- 
glafs,  fago,  fnalls  boiled  in  milk  butter-milk,  which  is 
greatly  recommended  by  Dr.  Barnard  (;^)  who  aiferts  he  has 
cured  many  hedliic  patients  by  the  ufe  of  that  only.  Among 
other  remedies,  milk  (which  is  proper  in  every  kind  of 
confumption,  anfwers  this  Intention  very  well)  is  the  heft 
food  as  well  as  a  medicine  ;  being  already  elaborated  by 
an  animal  concodlion.  Yet  it  is  not  in  the  ieaft  proper 
for  thofe  who  are  troubled  with  a  pain  in  their  head,  la¬ 
bour  under  an  acute  fever,  have  a  fwelling  of  the  prs- 
tcordia,  are  very  thirfty,  have  bilious  flools,  or  a  flux  of 
blood  [y),  AITes  milk  is  the  mofl:  eligible,  as  having  lefs 
of  the  curd,  and  being  of  a  more  detergent  quality  (z), 
A  glafs  full  is  a  fuflicient  dofe  at  firfl ;  but  the  quantity 
fhould  be  increafed  a  little  every  day,  till  the  dofe  is  afeer- 
talned  which  the  flomach  will  conveniently  bear.  If  the 
milk  curdles  in  the  flomach,  mix  with  each  dofe  the  white 
of  an  egg,  fome  conferve  of  rofes,  abforbent  powders,  or 
dip  a  red-hot  iron  in  it  (^2)  ;  which  is  often  of  fervice  to 
Ihop  a  diarrhoea;  efpecially  if  red  rofe  leaves,  pomegra¬ 
nate  fhells,  tormentill  roots,  or  other  reftringents  are 
boiled  in  it. 

(u)  River.  Obf.  Cen. iv.  p.  ga.  (a-)  Append,  ad  Pfychlolufiam, 

(_y)  Hippocr.  Aph.  1.  v.  c.  64.  '[z,)  Moffman,  Diflcrt.de  Lade  Aflinino. 

(/:)  Galen,  de  Simp,  Med.  I.  10, 

Till? 
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The  moft  grievous  fymptoms  are  the  nlght-fweats  and 
other  eolliquative  evacuations,  which  only  admit  of  a  pal¬ 
liation  ;  for  if  you  ftop  one  evacuation,  another  immedi¬ 
ately  breaks  out.  If  the  diarrhoea  is  violent,  rhubarb,  ipeca- 
coanha,  the  chalybeate  milk  prepared  as  above  prefcribed, 
the  teftaceous  powders,  an  incraflating  diet,  claret  with 
cinnamon,  red  rofe-Ieaves,  &c.  boiled  in  it,  muft  be  had 
recourfe  to ;  and,  if  it  does  not  give  way  to  thefe  remedies, 
opiates  muft  be  adminiftercd  ;  by  the  ufe  of  which,  if  the 
breaft  Is  opprefied,  or  the  expedloratlon  leflened,  they 
muft  be  mixed  with  clyfters.  Thefweats  generally  relieve 
the  cough,  watching,  5tc.  and  therefore,  while  moderate, 
fhould  not  be  ftopped ;  left  an  incurable  diarrhoea,  or  fdme 
worfe  fymptom,  fhould  enfue.  They  ftiould,  therefore,  be 
moderated,  by  deeping  in  a  large  airy  bed  on  an  hard  ma- 
trafs  with  a  flight  covering  ;  and  care  fhould  be  taken  to 
dry  the  fheets  as  often  as  they  are  v/etted  by  the  fweat. 
The  fvveat  may  be  ftopped  by  the  ufe  of  the  cortex  peru- 
vian.  elixir  of  vitriol,  al.  calcis,  tindf.  antiphthis,  Sic, 
which  medicines  are  alfo  proper  to  remove  the  diabetes. 

In  a  purulent  hefftic,  there  is  not  a  more  grievous 
fymptom  than  the  feverlfli  heat ,  for  the  more  the  circula¬ 
tion  is  quickened,  the  fooner  and  more  plentifully  is  mat-‘ 
ter  formed  ;  which  added  to  the  former,  encreafes  the  fe¬ 
ver  ftill  more  ;  whence  a  frefh  fomes  being  everyday  ad- 
miniftered,  the  difeafe  degenerates  into,  an  acute  fever, 
which  foon  kills  the  patient.  Befides,  through  the  fever, 
the  purulent  matter  is  made  thinner,  and  more  acrimo¬ 
nious,  and  is  fooner  abforbed ;  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  humours  undergo  an  entire  diiTolution,  and  are  ex- 
creted  from  the  body  In  an  exceflive  quantity. 

The  curative  indications  here  appear  clearly  to  be  to 
/eftrain  the  velocity  of  the  blood  3  which  is  beft  done  by 
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fmall  and  repeated  venefe6lion ;  for  this,  if  performed  by 
a  prudent  perfon,  and  before  the  body  i&much  emaciated, 
efpecially  in  a  young  plethoric  habit  of  body,  or  in  a  per¬ 
fon  much  accuftomed  to  the  lofs  of  blood,  is  attended 
with  the  moft  happy  effedt  (^).  The  lofs  of  blood,  which" 
might  be  objedled,  cannot  do  the  leaft  harm ;  fince,  at 
this  time,  the  blood  is  of  a  bad  quality,  and  the  lofs  is" 
foon  made  up  by  a  nourifhing,  juicy,  and  acefcent  diet.- 

The  propriety  of  this  method,  firfl  made  public  by 
Dr.  Dover,  (but,  if  I  am  not  under  a  miilake,  firfl:  ob- 
fcurely  hinted  at  by  (r)  Hippocrates)  is  confirmed  by  the 
unanimous  teftimony  of  the  principal  medical  writers  (i)o- 
Saline  draughts,  neutral  falts,  acids,  tar-water,  butter¬ 
milk,  and  a  refrigerating  diet,  anfwer  alfo  this  intentions 
To  remove  the  paroxyfms  of  this  difeafe,  the  peruviaii 
bark  is  prodigioufly  cried  up  by  Dr.  Morton  [e)  ;  who,  im 
bis  works,  has  given  many  inftances  of  its  fuccefs  ;  and  it 
Is,  without  doubt,  of  great  fervice  when  prudently  admi- 
niftered. 

22.  The  lafl  indication  is,  to  reltore  the  fick  perfon- 
to  his  former  ftren^th.  This  is  to  be  done  v/ith  food  of 

O 

eafy  digeftion,  and  which  affords  a  great  deal  of  nourifli- 
ment :  fu ch  as,  chickens,  veal  broths,  jellies,  rice,  fago,? 
&c.  given  frequently  in  fmall  quantities  at  a  time  ;  alfo' 
oyfters  and  craw-hfli  are  very  much  recommended  by  feme 
phyficians.  Corroborants  and  bitters  anfwer  the  fame  in- 

(i^)  Vide  Medic.-Eflay«,  v,  iv*  obf.  28, 

(c)  Epidem.l.vi.  hift6.  viri'in  oeniade  tabcfdentis.  V.  S.  in  utraque  man’i" 
lionec  fere  exfarguis  efief,  fanati. 

(d)  Morton.  Phthfiolftgla.  p.82.  Mead’s  Precepts,  p.  51'.  Pringle’S  Obit- 
p.  16 I. 

(^)  I-'C-  P-197. 

tcntionj 
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Mention,  efpecially  chalybeate  waters  when  mixed  with 
ihilk  (/). 

23.  Riding  on  horfeback  is  an  excellent  remedy,  and 
proper  in  almoft  all  confumptive  cafes  ;  and  perhaps  pre¬ 
ferable  to  all  others,  if  made  ufe  of  every  day^  and  con- 
tinned  as  long  as  the  patient’s  ftrength  permits,  and  for 
fome  time  after  the  difeafe  is  removed  (^)  j  but  if  eXceffive 
weaknefs  prevents  riding,  the  exercife  of  a  chariot  or  chair 
muft  be  had  recourfe  to.  While  ufing  exercife,  care  muft 
be  taken  to  keep  the  patient  warmly  cloathed  ;  an^  it  mufb 
be  obferved,  that  riding  is  only  of  fervice  when  the  quick- 
nefs  of  the  pulfe  is  leflened  thereby  ;  and  that  it  is  neefef- 
fary  to  defift  as  focin  as  the  patient  feems  welry  or  faint. 
Change  of  air  is  alfo  ferviceable,  as  are  fea-voyages  to  a 
warmer  climate,  efpecially  to  a  ferene  dry  air,  and  a  low 
gravelly  foilj  in  an  open  fituation  [h)  :  and  the  fick  per- 
fon  muft  abftain  from  venery,  bufinefs,  and  avoid  all  paf- 
fions  of  the  mind  which  might  occafion  him  any  uneafinefs; 
for  an  indulgence  of  them  will  be  attended  with  the  moft 
fatal  confequences. 

(/)  Vide  Hoffman.  Differt  de  ConnuB  Aq.  Min,  cum  Lafte. 

Sydenham.  Epift.  Refpond.  et  Fuller.  Med.  Gymnaft. 

(i>)  Tabe  laborantes  ad  ftabiaa  mifit  Galenui,  qui  locus  e  feglone  meridfil 
fuit}  et  acre  ficcopreditus.  Vide  Defeript,  in  Method.  Med.  1. 
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PATHOLOGICAL  O  B  S  E  R VAT  I O  N, 

If 

S  Y 

DOCTOR  H  A  L  L  E  R: 

AP  E  R  S  O  N  was  attacked  with  a  peripneumoiiy  5 
whichj  though  gentle  at  its  firft  appearance,  grew 
gradually  worfe ;  and,  at  length,  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
notwithftanding  the  ufual  means  for  his  relief  w'ere  made 
ufe  of.  His  pulfe,  during  the  illnefs,  was  foft,  low  and 
quick.  Upon  opening  the  body,  the  vifcera  were  ob- 
ferved  to  be  perfeftly  found.  It  will  be  readily  imagined 
that  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  was  to  be  looked  for  in  the 
lungs  j  and,  upon  examining  them,  though  there  was 
neither  inflammation  nor  ulcer  to  be  obferved,  yet  there  . 
was  fuch  an  univerfal  efFufron  of  blood,  that  a  great  part 
of  this  vifcus  was  become  quite  black  ;  and,  though  the 
lungs  naturally  fwim  when  put  into  water,  thefe,^  on  th© 
contrary,  funk. 

Tins  Ihews,  that  the  ftagnating  blood,  before  pre-« 
vented  from  returning  to  the  left  ventricle  of  the  hear% 
had,  in  the  peripneumony,  gradually  pufhed  its  way  for-» 
cibly  through  the  exhaling  veflels  into  the  cellular  fuh- 
foance  ;  and,  by  this  means,  comprefled  the  vefi'els  of  the 
lungs  ’j  thereby  encreafing  the  reliitance  which  the  blood 

naturally 
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naturally  meets  with  in  thofe  veflels,  till,  at  lall,  the 
whole  lungs  were  fo  much  obftrudled  as  to  prevent  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood,  fufficient  to  fupport  life,  to  pafs  to  the  left 
ventricle. 

H^nce  it  appears,  it  is  not  in  thevelTels  only,  that  the 
blood  of  perfons,  in  a  peripneumony,  is  congefted,  as 
phyficians  have  frequently  advanced  (Vide  Van  Swieten's 
Commentary  on  Boerhaave’s  Aphorifms,  Number  826}  ; 
but  there  is  a  true  error  loci :  fo  that  the  blood  exhales 
into  the  veficles  of  the  lungs,  inftead  of  that  fubtle  vapour 
with  which  they  are  naturally  moiftened  ;  and,  therefore, 
phyficians  fhould,  in  treating  the  pleurify,  fufpedf  the 
caufe  of  that  difeafe  to  be  rather  an  inflammation  of  the 

t 

lungs,  than  of  the  pleura;  and  have  immediate  recourfe 
to  the  moft  powerful  remedies ;  an  inflammation  of  the 
pleura  alone,  very  rarely  proving  mortal. 
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REMARKS  ON  INJECTIONS, 

AND  THE 

i 

Art  of  Making  Anatomicai^  Preparations* 

Dr.  Nicholls’s  Cparfe  Injedlion^ 

Resin  flav. ftij. 

Cerae  flav.  ifej. 

T urpentine  varnilh  as  much  as  is  fufHcient.  M* 

■i 

Fine. 

Hard,  white,  and  brown  fpirit  varniih,  ana  p..  aSa 
T urpentine  varniih,  and  vermillion,  ana  q.  f.  Mt 

Monroe’s  Coarfe, 

^  C  E  fiav.  5  xvj. 

Sevi  ovilli  |  viij. 

Fine. 

OI.  terebipth  apd  vermillion  ;  ar. 

Melted  hog’s  lard  mixed  with  vermillion  ;  and 
A  fmall  proportion  of  fpirit  of  turpentine* 

Doftor  Hunter’s  Coarfe. 

,  jii  RESIN  flav.  J viij. 

CerjE  fl.  5  iv. 

Sevi  Ovilli  |iij.  M.  Fine* 
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Fine. 

IP:  Turpentine  varnifh,  Ji, 

Ol.  terebinth.  J  ifs.  M, 

Vermillion,  q.  f. 

Another  Fine. 

Glue  or  ifinglafs  diflblved  in  water  to  the  confift- 
ence  of  a  firm  jelly. 

t 

varnishes. 

Turpentine  Varnifh, 

Jk  OL.  terebinth,  fcj, 

Jlefin.  flay.  J  jy. 

Hard  brown  Spirit  Varnifh. 

G.  JUNIPER,  fcij.fs. 

Shell-lack,  Jfefs. 

Sp.  vin.  redt.  cong.  iij.  M. 

Hard  white  Spirit  varnifh. 

R  G.  JUNIPER,  fcvij.fs. 

Sp.  vin.  re(5l.  cong.  iij.  M. 

Shining  Varnifh. 

R  RESIN  flav.  colophon,  ana  fc  iij. 

Sp.  vin.  red:,  cong.  ij.  J/1. 

Colours 
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Colours  for  Xujedions. 

FOR  a  red,  ^ ^  —  Vermillion 


green,  •— 

— —  ‘  verdigreafe,  ov 

— ^  blue  verditer. 

white  — 

- -  fiake  white,  or 

— -  white  wax. 

3^ellow,  - 

-  king’s  yellow. 

T o  know  when  the  inje6lion  is  of  a  proper  conhflence  5 
while  it  boils,  a  few  drops  let  fall- in  cold  w^ater  will  fooii 
inform  you^ 

Experience  can  only  teach  you  v/hen  it  is  too  brit¬ 
tle,  fo  as  eafily  to  break  ;  or  when  too  foft,  fo  as  to  fwei,t? 
through  the  veflels.  If  it  is  too  foft,  the  addition  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  rezin  is  necellary  :  if  too  hard,  turpentine  varnifh  will 
foften  it. 

W ATER Y  injc^Iions  made  with  gums  are  fit  for  pre-. 
parations  intended  to  be  dried,  and  then  put  into  fpirits  of 
turpentine. 

Every  injcdllon,  but  that  made  from  infinglafs,  may 
be  ufcd  for  preparations  to  be  kept  in  fpirits  of  wine. 

No  colour  does  fo  well  as  vermillion  for  the  fine  injec¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  finer  the  injedlion,  the  more  colour  is  re¬ 
quired. 

The  liver,  kidneys,  and  fuch  preparations  as  arc  to  be 
macerated,  fhould  be  injedicd  with  the  coarfe'  injection 
without  any  mixture  of  fuet  or  tallow. 
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'  Spirit  of  fait  diluted  with  water,  is  the  beft  medium 
fof  macerating  injedled  preparations  ;  and  a  ftoile  pan  is 
the  moft  proper  for  this  ufe,  which  muft  be  covered  with 
oiled  paper* 

The  earthy  parts  of  the  preparation  are  beil  wafhed 
away,  by  pouring  water  bn  them  from  the  fpout  of  a  tea¬ 
kettle. 

In  preparations  of  the  bones  to  be  kept  in  fpirits  of 
turpentine,  remember  to  diveft  them  of  their  periofteum^ 
and  infufe  them  in  a  liquor  compofed  of  one  ounce  of  fpi¬ 
rits  of  fea  fait,  and  one  pint  of  clear  water  j  then  dry 
them,  and  put  them  into  fpirits  of  turpentine. 

The  beft  way  to  fix  the  pipes  in  the  veftels,  is  to  Hit 
or  cut  a  piece  out  of  the  fide  of  the  veflel* 

The  fpirit  moft  proper  to  preferve  anatomical  prepara-^ 
tions,  is  a  degree  between  redlified  and  common  fpirits  : 
a  little  fpirit  of  fait,  or  nitre,  may  be  added.  Spirit  of 
nitre  is  beft ;  but  muft  not  be  put  to  wet  preparations  of 
bones,  or  foetal  fkeletons. 

The  beft  way  to  injedt  a  foetus  is  by  the  umbilical 
chord. 

/ 

A  CHILD  may  be  injedted  by  the  carotid,  iliac,  or  bra¬ 
chial  arteries ;  but  beft  by  the  aorta  afeendens  from  the 
left  ventricle. 

When  the  arteries  on  the  cornea  are  filled,  the  injec¬ 
tion  has  run  well;  and  pufhing  then  would  burft  foma 
of  the  veflels. 

Be FOR  E 


V 


64  SELECT  PAPERS 

Before  inje6liiig  any  part,  let 'it  lie  three  or  toui 
days  to  foak  in  water  to  get  Out  what  blood  you  can* 

Before  you  inje6l  a  child,  put  it  into  hot  water  fOm^ 
time  :  and,  as  foon  as  injected,  immediately  into  cold,  to 
hinder  the  colour  feparating, ’and  to  prevent  the  child  be¬ 
coming  putrid,  by  cooling  by  degrees. 

An  heart  and  penis  make  very  neat  dry  preparations. 

A  LARGE  {^reparation,  while  it  is  dryirig,  fhould  be 
daily  walhed  with  ol.  terebinth,  to  kill  the  vermin ;  and 
kept  open  to  the  air,  hid  from  the  fun^  and  free  frorii 
fmoke  or  duft. 

When  a  preparation  is  quite  dry,  then  ufe  the  (hining 
varnifh,  which  compleats  your  trouble ;  and  if  the  injec¬ 
tion  has  run  fuccefsfully,  and  the  difTedion  a  good  one^ 
amply  compenfates  your  coll* 
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EXPERIMENTS 


Made  to  determine  the  Nature  of 


The  Liquor  Amnii  in  the  Human  Species^ 

N  breaking  the  membranes  which  are  protruded  by 


the  head  of  the  foetus  in  the  time  of  labour,  a  li¬ 


quor  flows  out  of  a  whitifli  colour,  turbich,  like  whey  ; 
a  cheefy  whitifli  matter  fwims  on  its  furface,  not  in  the 
ieafl:  vifcid,  having  neither  fmell  nor  tafle,  and  altogether 
innocent.  v 


II.  Poured  into  water  it  falls  to  the  bottom,  but  is 
cafily  mixed  therewith. 


III.  T HE  thinner  part  paiTes  thro’  a  ffralner,  and  leaves 


•behind  the  cheefy  part ;  and  evaporated  with  fome  por-^ 
tion  of  water,  puts  on  the  appearance  of  the  cheefy  part^ 
and  is  with  difficulty  mixed  again  with  v/ater, 

III.  Ex  POSED  to  the  two-hundred  and  twelfth  degree 
of  heat,  it  does  not  coagulate,  but  throws  up  a  whit© 
froth  :  a  white  matter  remains,  very  fait,  which  produces 
an  effervefcence  with  acids* 

IV.  By  pouring  a  vitriolic  acid  on  it,  the  cheefy  mat-* 
ter  entirely  diflblves,  and  the  whole  changes  into  a  brown 
liquor. 


K 


V.  By 
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V.  By  the  mixture  of  a  nitrous  and  muriatic  acid^  no 
change  is  produced,  except  it  rather  looks  whiter, 

VI.  It  undergoes  no  change  from  a  mild  fixed  alkali, 
but  is  rendered  thinner  by  a  cauftic  alkali. 

VII.  It  does  not  coagulate  by  pouring  fpirits  of  wine 
on  it ;  it  only  rather  feems  to  have  a  whiter  colour.- 

VIII.  Digested  with  filings  of  copper,  it  is  not  in 
the  leafi:  tinged  with  a  blue  colour. 

IX.  Distilled  in  a  retort,  a  water  fdmewhat  foetid 
pafies  into  the  receiver  in  great  plenty ;  afterwards,  the 
animal  principles  :  the  earth,  and  fixed  fait,  remain. 

X.  When  expofed  to  the  air,  it  afforded,  in  a  few 
days,  figns  of  putridity. 

From  thefe  experiments  may  be  colle£Ied,  that  the 
liquor  amnii  is  an  excrementitious  fluid,  poirefled  of  none 
of  the  properties  of  lymph ;  and  therefore  unfit  for  the 
nourifhment  of  the  foetus.  Secondly,  That  it  does  not 
become  acrimonious  in  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy,  as 
fome  fuppofe.  Thirdly,  That  it  is  entirely  an  animal  mu¬ 
cus,  approaching  very  near  the  nature  of  the  faliva.  Hence 
appears  the  reafon  why  the  liquor  amnii  is  fo  like  the  hu¬ 
mours  found  in  the  flomach  and  inteftines  of  foetuffes. 


A  rc- 
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A  remarkable  Infbance  of  the  Efficacy  of  the 
Extract  of  Hemlock,  prepared  according 
to  the  Diredlions  of  Dr.  Storck,  in  a  con¬ 
firmed  Cancer,  by  Ludovick  Rouppe,  M.  D.  ' 

During  the  ftay  I  made  at  Malta,  in  my  lall 
voyage  there,  I  was  defired  by  a  prince  of  the 
holy  Roman  empire,  to  vifit  a  knight  of  Malta,  afflidled 
with  a  cancer,  who  was  given  over  as  incurable  by  the 
phyheians  of  the  Hand  i  whofe  cafe  was  deferibed  to  me 
by  the  learned  Dr.  Cren,  phyfician  of  the  Maltefe  galleys, 
as  follows  :  About  a  year  before,  the  glands  of  the  right 
fide  of  the  neck,  near  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  by  de- 
grees,  increafed  in  fize,  and  became  harder  than  natural, 
yet  without  any  remarkable  fenfe  of  pain;  that  to  foften 
and  diffolve  thefe  glands,  various  remedies,  both  in- 
“  ternal  and  external,  had  been  tried  in  vain;  that,  by 
the  advice  of  a  certain  phyfician,  who  was  of  opinion 
this  diforder  was  owing  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  pa- 
tient  had  undergone  a  courfe  of  mercurial  undlions,  as 
ufual  in  that  diftemper,  by  which  a  falivation  had  been 
raifed,  which  was  attended  with  great  pain,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  increafe  of  the  tumour;  that,  after  the  faliva- 
tion  was  over,  perhaps  by  the  ufe  of  cataplafms  and 
“  plaifters,  a  foft  tubercle,  of  a  livid  colour,  appeared  in 
the  tumour,  which  a  furgeon  opened  with  his  lancet, 
to  give  vent  for  the  matter  which  he  fuppofed  it  con- 
tained,  but  nothing  iffued  therefrom,  except  blood ; 
“  that  then  the  tumour  was  attempted  to  be  deftroyed  by 
a  cauflic  application,  but  without  any  arnendment  of 
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the  diforder;  that  this  ulcer,  as  well  before  as  after  the 
“  application  of  the  cauftic,  continued  to  ooze  a  thin 
ichor,  which  corroded  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  at 
length,  in  fpite  of  all  endeavours,  turned  to  a  foetid 
“  cancer  p  that  the  patient,  befides  this  open  and  manifeft 
cancer,  had,  at  prefent,  various  ocult  cancers  in  dif-. 
ferent  parts  of  the  body;  that,  among  other  remedies, 
the  Extradl:  cf  Hemlock,  which  a  furgeon  had  brought 
with  him  from  France,  was  adminiftered  for  ten  ci; 
twelve  days,  from  the  ufe  of  which,  on  account  of  the 
frequent  fainting  fits,  flow  fever,  and  diarrhoea,  under 
which  the  patient  laboured,  and  which  continued  at 
prefent,  he  was  obliged  to  defifl ;  that  for  the  two  laft 
months,  they  had  endeavoured  to  render  the  difeafe  fup- 
portable  to  the  patient,  by  comfortable  clyfiers,  opiates, 
and  keeping  the  wound  as  neat  and  clean  as  poffible.’’ 
Befides,  the  noble  prince  who  fept  for  me,  acquainted 
me,  that,  to  his  knowledge,  fome  of  the  patient’s  relations 
had  died  of  the  fame  diforder;  and,  that  its  primary  caufe 
feemed  to  arife  from  an  hereditary  difpofition  of  the 
patient? 

Ok  vifitlng  tfie  patient,  whom  I  found  very  weak,  and 
extenuated,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  tall,  and  of  a  fan^ 
guinous  phlegmatic  temperament,  I  afked  him  fome  quef- 
tions  on  the  caufe  of  his  diforder,  but  he  related  nothing 
more  than  what  has  been  already  taken  notice  of ;  and 
afiured  me,  he  never  had  any  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe.  The  furgeon  who  attended  him,  removed  the 
drefiings;  which,  although  applied  thick,  were  wetted 
through  with  a  mofi:  foetid  ichor,  that  turned  the  bandage 
black ;  on  removing  them,  a  dreadful  cancer  appeared, 
with  indurated,  tumid,  and  retorted  lips,  which  occupied 
the  whole  cheek,  and  fuperior  lateral  part  of  the  neck  i 


O  N  M  E  D  I  C  I  N  E.  6$ 

in  the  middle,  and  fuperlor  part  of  the  ulcer,  the  parotid 
gland  appeared  furprizingly  tumified,  tuberculous,  and 
indurated,  of  a  livid  colour,  and  covered  almofl  the  whole 
cheek  j  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the*  greateft  part  of  the 
upper  lip,  which  w^as  drawn  down  to  the  inferior  margin 
of  the  lower  jaw,  was  very  hard,  full  of  tubercles,  and  about 
the  thicknefs  of  two  finger’s  breadth,  livid,  and  in  fome 
places,  quite  black ;  the  circumjacent  (kin  was  every  where 
befet  with  final!  livid  tubercles;  in  the  middle  and  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  ulcer,  the  maxillary  gland  appeared  very 
much  indurated,  tuberculous,  livid,  and  of  the  fize  of  a 
pullet’s  egg ;  about  it  were  various  fungous  excrefcences, 
fome  of  which  were  red,  others  of  a  livid  or  black  colour  ; 
befides,  almofi:  half  of  the  fterno-maiftoid  mufcle  was  laid 
bare,  the  anterior  fibres  of  which  were  deftroyed ;  I 
traced,  with  my  finger,  this  mufcle,  as  far  as  the  mamil¬ 
lary  procefs,  where  i^:  was  covered  by  the  filaments  of  the 
circumjacent  parts,  and  pieces  of  the  corrupted  cellular 
membrane ;  in  fhort,  the  back  part  of  the  parotid  gland, 
as  well  as  the  parts  which  form  the  anterior  and  inferior 
fpace  of  the  meatus  auditorius,  as  far  as  the  cartilage,  as 
well  as  almofi:  the  whole  lobe  of  the  external  ear,  were  eat 
away ;  the  inferior  lips  of  the  ulcer,  below  the  lower  jaw, 
and  behind  the  ear,  though  tumified,  were  not  indurated, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  very  flaccid ;  near  the  ulcer  they 
were  livid,  very  painful,  and  the  ulcer  afforded  art 
intolerable  fmell ;  the  mouth  was  drav/n  towards  the  left 
fide,  and  the  jaw  almofi:  immovable.  Having  examined 
the  uker,  I  exiimined  the  patient  farther,  and  found  fe^ 
veral  cancerous  tumours 3  the  mofi:  confiderable  were  under 
the  arm-pits,  and  in  the  abdomen,  fome  of  which  were 
hard,  livid,  and  larger  than  an  hen’s  egg;  thofe  which 
were  lefs,  were  of  a  purple  colour ;  the  leafi:  of  all  red, 
and  of  an  even  furface ;  the  patient’s  countenance  was 
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paie,  and  puffed  up,  his  legs  cedematous,  had  a  trouble- 
fome  cough,  flow  fever,  night  fweats,  a  loofenefs  at¬ 
tended  with  gripes,  could  get  no  reft  without  opiates,  and 
had  entirely  loft  his  appetite. 

Being  defired  to  give  my  opinion  of  this  defperate 
cafe,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  declare  that  the  diforder  w^as  a 
cancer,  the  moft  dreadful  of  diftempers  ;  which,  not  only 
from  the  large  ulcer  fituated  very  near  the  carotid  artery, 
and,  perhaps,  a  caries  of  the  bones,  but  alfo  from-  the 
fcetid  matter  which  was  abforbed  by  the  veins,  and,  as 
appeared  from  the  fymptoms,  infedfed  the  whole  mafs  of 
humours,  and  diffolved  them  into  a  putrid  colluvies, 
could  hardly  be  hoped  to  he  corrected  by  antifeptic  me¬ 
dicines,  and  was,  therefore,  incurable.  But  I  coula  not 
be  certain  whether  the  diforder  arofe  from  an  hereditary 
difpofition  of  the  patient,  the  venereal  difeafe,  forne 
other  caufe,  or  to  the  improper  treatment  of  the  tumour 
at  firft,  as  fome  phyficians  were  of  opinion ;  nor  did  I 
think  it  would  be  of  the  leaft  ufe  to  the  patient,  if  the 
caufe  of  the  diforder  was  difcovered ;  for  he  was  fo  far 
gone,  that  the  only  alliftance,  if  we  could  ftill  hope  to 
afford  any,  muft  be  confined  to  antifceptics ;  by  which  the 
prefent  putridity  might  be  corredled,  and  its  farther  pro* 
grefs  prevented.  Hence,  I  recommended  the  adminiftration 
of  antifceptic  medicines,  both  internal  and  external,  efpe- 
cially  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  the  extradf  of  Hemlock, 
which  is  fo  ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Storck.  But 
my  opinion  was  agreeable  to  neither  the  phyfician  or  fur- 
geon,  who  thought  it  was  better  for  the  patient  to  wait 
his  approaching  diffolution,  by  ufing  lenient  dreffings, 
clyfters,  and  opiates,  than  to  follow  my  doubtful  pre- 
fcription  ;  but  the  patient  and  his  friends  thought  it  better 
to  try  an  uncertain  remedy  than  none  j  and,  therefore, 
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defired  me  to  attend  the  patient ;  and,  about  the  end  of 
December,  1762,  I  undertook  the  care  of  this  diforder, 
the  learned  Dr.  Cren,  not  only  every  day  honoured  me 
with  his  prefence,  but  undertook  to  procure  every  thing 
necelTary. 

I  DIRECTED  the  patient  fhould  take,  every  hour,  a 
fmall  tea-cup  full  of  an  infufion  prepared  in  a  clofe  veflel, 
from  an  ounce  of  Peruvian  bark,  and  ten  ounces  of 
Rhenifh  wine :  and  barley  water  mixed  with  red  wine, 
honey  of  rofes,  and  tindlure  of  myrrh,  to  be  injedled  into 
the  ulcer,  to  cleanfe  it.  It  was  then  drefled  with  pledgets 
of  lint,  dipped  in  balfam  of  copaiva ;  clyfters  were  in- 
jedled,  as  ufual,  and  his  dofe  of  opium  was  encreafed  in 
the  evening;  in  this  manner  the  ulcer  was  treated  twice  a 
day,  during  a  week,  but  the  fymptoms  and  ulcer  grew 
worfe.  In  the  mean  while,  a  parcel  of  Hemlock  was 
brought,  but  as  yet  fmall  and  very  young,  almoft  watery, 
and  without  feent,  from  the  exprelTed  juice  whereof,  the 
apothecary  prepared  an  extradi,  two  grains  of  which  the 
patient  took  night  and  morning,  drinking,  after  each 
dofe,  two  ounces  of  the  infufion  of  bark  prepared  with  the 
addition  of  half  an  ounce  more  bark.  I  injedted  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  chamomile  flowers,  and  Peruvian  bark,  mixed  with 
honey  of  rofes,  and  tindlure  of  myrrh,  into  the  ulcer,  and 
applied  a  plaifler  of  diapompholygos  to  the  adjacent  parts, 
to  defend  it,  in  fome  meafure,  from  the  corrofive  dif- 
charge ;  and  covered  the  ulcer  with  pledgits  dipped  in  the 
following  epithem  :  R  Ung.  aegyptiac,  Jj.  mell.  rofar.  |iij. 
tindl.  myrrh,  ^ij.  M.  from  which  the  flench  feemed,  in 
fome  meafure,  corredled,  and  the  quantity  of  the  difeharge 
lefTened,  but  the  pain  was  much  augmented  ;  wherefore 
I  left  ofF  ufing  the  epithem,  and  applied  pledgits  to  the 
ulcer,  fpread  with  ointment  of  diapompholygos;  by  which 
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means  the  pains  abated,  and  the  ulcer  difcharged  mor0 
plentifully;  but  the  flools  were  copious,  and  the  patient 
continued  extremely  bad ;  I  encreafed  the  dofe  of  the  ex- 
tracft  of  Hemlock,  and  the  bark ;  and  changed  the  external 
applications  for  others,  from  which  I  expected  more  fuc- 
cefs,  but  in  vain,  the  diforder  ftill  continuing  as  violent 
as  ever, 

Ab  OUT  the  middle  of  January,  another  parcel  of 
Hemlock  was  procured,  which  was  of  the  height  of  two 
feet,  and  very  foetid :  the  patient  took  fix  grains  of  this 
extradl  three  times  a  day;  and,  after  injecting,  I  dreffsd 
the  ulcer  with  pledgits  dipped  in  the  deco6tion  of  Hem¬ 
lock;  after  fix  or  feven  days,  for  want  of  the  deco(fi:ion, 
on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  the  herb  in  this  ifland,  I 
applied  pledgits,  fpread  with  the  following  balfamic  lini¬ 
ment:  R  Terebinth  venet.  vitell.  ovi  unius  exadfe 
mift.  |ij.  mellis,  ^ij.  half,  peruv.  tinft,  myrrh,  |fs. 
I  went  on  in  this  manner  for  fome  days,  without  any  con- 
fiderable  change  of  the  diforder,  except  the  pains  becom¬ 
ing  more  mild.  About  the  end  of  January,  I  increafed 
the  dofe  of  the  extra61:  two  grains,  as  well  as  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  bark ;  for  five  or  fix  days  the  ulcer  difcharged 
a  great  quantity,  the  pains  and  flench  lelTened,  the  flools 
were  lefs  frequent,  the  patient’s  appetite  returned,  and  he 
refled  well  without  opiates.  In  the  beginning  of  February, 
the  quantity  of  ichor  was  vaflly  leffened,  and  fmelt  but 
little,  no  pain,  the  appetite  good,  the  flools  almofl  na¬ 
tural,  and  mixed  with  a  white  purulent  matter,  and  the 
patient  flept  well.  ^  In  this  flate  matters  remained  for  fome 
time,  except  that  the  quantity  of  matter  difcharged  with 
the  excrement,  increafed  every  day;  fo  that,  about  the 
middle  of  this  month,  with  every  flool,  an  ounce,  at  leafl, 
of  white  concoded  matter  was  difcharged  with  the  excre¬ 
ment  I 
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ment  5  the  patient  felt  no  pain  in  the  ulcer,  or  adjacent 
parts ;  the  ichorous  difeharge  was  changed  into  laudable 
matter ;  the  Ikin  of  the  lips  recovered  its  natural  red  co¬ 
lour,  and  the  lividnefs  intirely  difappeared  ;  the  upper  lip, 
which  before  was  fehirrous  and  immovable,  became  foft,. 

-  and  capable  of  motion;  the  indurated  and  livid  glands 
began  to  loofen  and  dough  off ;  and  when  Dr.  Cren  and 
I  examined  the  tumours  on  the  abdorpen,  we  were 
aftonifhed  to  find  the  fmall  ones  almoft  wholly  difeufTed,  the 
large  ones  foft,  and  full  of  matter.  In  the  mean  while,  I 
leffened  the  quantity  of  the  bark,  and  encreafed  the  dofe 
of  the  Hemlock,  which,  at  laft,  was  brought  to  thirty 
grains  in  a  day.  At  every  drefling,  hard  fubftances  came 
away ;  the  glandulous  dwellings,  which  were  very  loofe, 
and  the  whole  upper  edge  of  the  ulcer,  I  cut  off ;  and 
thus,  by  degrees,  intirely  extirpated  the  parotid  and  fub- 
maxillary  glands. 

About  the  middle  of  February,  the  ulcer  appeared 
clean,  of  a  florid  colour,  from  every  part  of  its  fur- 
face  difeharged  laudable  matter ;  and  its  cavities  began  to 
h  fill  up  very  fafi: ;  the  patient  was  in  good  health,  eat  well, 
flept  well,  had  two  or  three  flools  a  day,  and  always  eva¬ 
cuated  a  white  matter  with  his  excrements ;  which  we  were 
of  opinion  proceeded  from  the  fuppuration  of  a  feirrhus 
in  the  mefentery ;  his  ftrength  was  much  increafed ;  he 
got  up  in  the  day-time ;  and,  at  length,  was  able  to  walk 
about ;  and  there  feemed  to  remain  no  doubt  of  his  perfect 
recovery  ;  but  after  fome  days,  the  apothecary  fent  word 
the  extract  of  Hemlock  was  all  ufed ;  that  he  had  fent  every 
where  about  the  ifland  to  procure  the  plant,  but  could  get 
none,  except  what  was  very  fmall^^  young,  and  without 
fmell,  like  the  firif.  Dr.  Cren  wrote  to  the  apothecaries 
]n  the  neighbouring  iflands,  to  deflre  they  would  procure 
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ns  fome  of  the  extra£i:5  but  they  fent  none.  For  fix  or 
eight  days  we  waited  for  the  remedy,  without  any  confide- 
rable  change  ;  in  the  mean  while^  I  encreafed  the  dofe  of 
the  bark,  and  wrote  again,  without  fuccefs.  About  the  end 
of  this  month,  the  red  colour  of  the  ulcer  changed  into  a 
pallid  one;  the  matter,  which  was  before  thick  and  lau¬ 
dable,  became  very  thin  and  fanious;  the  inferior  lips  of  the 
ulcer  grew  painful,  began  to  inflame,  and  the  periofteum 
feparated  from  the  bone  of  the  lower  jaw’",  near  its  angle  ; 
befides,  the  diarrhoea  and  fever  again  attacked  the  patient, 
he  entirely  loft  his  appetite,  grew  very  weak,  and  could  get 
no  reft  without  the  ufe  of  opiates.  At  length,  in  the  fpace 
of  a  month,  frequent  fainting  fits  came  on,  and  his  ftools 
became  very  frequent  and  copious,  by  which  the  patient 
was  fo  tveakened,  that  he  fainted  away  through  the  leaft 
motion.  At  length,  about  three  or  four  days  before  his 
death,  an  apothecary,  fent  from  Sicily,  brought  the  herb, 
and  its  extract,  but  too  late;  nor  was  any  farther  ufe  made 
thereof, 

I  WAS  of  opinion  this  remarkable  obfervatlon  ought 
not  to  be  pafted  over  in  filence,  efpecially  as  there  are 
doubts  of  the  good  effects  of  this  medicine  ;  perhaps;  upon 
a  more  accurate  examination,  the  reafon  will  be  difcovered 
why  in  fome  places  and  fubje<fts,  it  produces  an  happy, 
in  others  an  unfuccefsful  effedl ;  which,  if  brought  to  a 
certainty,  would  be  of  inflnite  confequcnce  to  the  practice 

phyfic. 
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